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the committee, contained a provision looking to 
ail the States, and regarding the public lands as, 
to some extent, the property of all. The commit- 
tee believe that the bill was put ina shape which 
would be the least objectionable. It is not an 
amendment ora substitute, but itis a mere change 
of the bill itself in one respect. a 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire if the original 
bill 13 reported back, with a recommendation that 
it be amended in a particular way ? 

Mr. BENNETT. I wish to state further, that 
if this bill is ruled out of order, { shall ask to pre- 
cent the original bill, 1 will detain the House but 
a short time. Sa 

Mr. JONES. I understand that it is not the 
oriinal bill; and I contend that they cannot retain 
the original bill which was referred to the commit- 
tee, and make a report of a different bill; because 
it becomes an act of introduction, and cannot be 
done withoutthe unanimous consent of the House. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis verytrue. The gen- 
eman from New York [Mr. BennetT } may re- 
nort an amendment by order of the committee, or 
a substitute for the original bill; but he cannot 
retain the original bill, and base another, and a 
very different bill, upon it. ; 

Mr. BENNETT. It is the same bill as the 
orivinal, with a slight exception. 

(A message was here received from the Senate 
by the hand of Aspury Dicks, Esq., their 
Secretary, informing the House that that body 
had passed a bill of this House entitled **An act to 
authorize the construction of six first class steam- 
frigates;’’ andalso a bill of this House entitled **An 
act forthe relief of James M. Goggin;’’ and asking 
the concurrence of the House therein. } 

Mr. JONES. I wish to have the question de- 
cided. Lunderstand that this is not the bill which 
was referred to the committee by the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentieman from New 
York can state how the fact is in regard to this 
matter. The Chair decides that the Committee on 
Public Lands have the right to originate bills, but 
he also decides that the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Bennett] cannot report a bill from the 
Committee on Public Lands, based upon or in lieu 
of the one referred to that committee, and still 
retain the original one. 

Mr. ORR. Lunderstand that the Committee on 
Public Lands have not recommended this amend- 
ment at all 

Mr. BENNETT. They have recommended it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands it. 

Mr. BENNETT. I beg leave to correct the 
gentleman from South Carolina, {Mr. Orr.] A 
majority of the committee recommended the alter- 
ation, and they have not gone beyond the princi- 
ples of either bill in the aggregate. 

Mr. JONES. I submit this further question. 
That the committee cannot report the original bill 
with an amendment, as a substitute, and recom- 


to 


mend the rejection of the bill itself, which was | 


referred to them. 


Mr. GREY. I merely desire to say one word. 
The gentleman from New York, {Mr. Bennetr,] 
as | understand him, says that this bill was pre- 
sented to the House, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. That committee agreed 
to some slight alteration, or recommended some 
slight alteration, in that bill. They now report 
it back to the House with that alteration in it. 
_The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Bennett] can report that bill back 
now, 

Mr. BENNETT. If the Chair pleases, I pro- 
pose to report the original bill back; and I ask 
the Chair whether it would be in order to offer 
an amendment? 

_The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
ork can offer any amendment, if he desires it. 
_Mr. JONES. Has the gentleman from New 


ork authority to report the original bill back 
without amendments? 


Mr, BENNETT. Yes, sir, or the other. A || 
majority of the committee prefer the other bill, 
and it was agreed that we should report the other 
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| bill, without the original. 
the original bill. 
Mr. JONES. 
the gentleman from New York, for I want to have 
the question mght before the House. Does the 


| mittee on Public Lands without amendment? 

Mr. BENNETT. Yes. 

Mr. JONES. And recommend its rejection? 
Mr. BENNETT. Yes; we recommend its re- 
jection; but | propose to offer an amendment or 
substitute for it. 

Mr. JONES. Well, but the recommendation 
of the committee is that the bill be rejected. 
| The SPEAKER. Sull it is competent for the 

House to follow a different direction. 
Mr. BENNETT. I wish to inquire of the 
Chair how much of the morning hour remains 
| unexpired ? 
The SPEAKER. The morning hour will ex- 
| pire at fifteen minutes after one o’clock. 
Mr. BENNETT. I wish to give the House an 
Opportunity to see in print this bill which the com- 


H gentleman report that bill back from the Com- | 


| which | shall offer as an amendment or substitute 


House until the morning hour expires in making an 
| explanation of what the bill is. I wish to makea 
| motion, so as not to have the bill laid on the table. 
| TheSPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from New York as submitting a 
proposition to amend the bill. The Chair did not 
disunctly hear the gentleman’s proposition. 

Mr. BENNETT. I meantto say that | wished 
to make a few remarks as to this bill, and then let 
it go over till to-morrow morning, so that it may 
appear in print; and I shall offer at the proper time 
—and do offer now—a substitute or amendmitnt 
to the bill; and I hope that both will be printed, 
so that both may be legitimately before the House. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, before going into any 


| refer 





| tleman from New York allow the Chair to set 
| himself right, so that there may be no mistake 
|} about the matter. ‘I'he Chair understands the 
| gentleman from New York as offering the first 
paper, which he sent to the Clerk’s table, as an 


amendment or substitute to the original bill which 


lam willing to report 


I wish to make this inquiry of | 


| mittee recommends to be rejected, and the one | 


for it; and for that reason | wish to detain the | 
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the State of Wisconsin to a like amount, and for 
the same purpose. 

There should be some equality and justice ob- 
served even among the land States themselves in 
the amount of these grants. There are some two 
or three of these land States to which grants of 
public lands have been made to the amount of 
two, three, or four million® of acres each, to aid 
in constructing railroads. The others, on the con- 
trary, have not received any such grants. | am 
willing to give to all of the land States grants to 
an equal amount, on fair and just principles, for 
this purpose, if justice is also done to the old 
States; but if we give to them all at that rate, we 
should exhaust a great portion of the public lands; 


{and that which belongs equally to all would be 


report on this bill, | wish to make a motion to 


The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) Will the gen- | 


given unequally to a few, unless some equal and 
just plan ts adopted, or some general billis passed. 

There should be some principle of justice and 
equality in these grants or gifts of the pubhie 
lands to the States; the old States should have 
their share in some form, or at least some share, 
before we zo on with this system. That form, of 
course, should be the one least objectionable, by 
which they should receive a like benefit, by grants 
to them from the public lands for similar pur- 
poses—if not toan equal amount 
upon the other States. 

In the last Congress I introduced a bill looking 
to this object. It was passed by the House, but 
was not acted upon in the Senate. It provided 
for giving to the old States public lands, at the 
rate of one hundred and fifty thousand acres for 
each Senator and Representative in Congress 
from those States. It also provided for giving to 
those States which had not received grants of land 
for railroads, lands to an amount as nearly equal 
as possible to that which had been granted to the 
State of Illinois—the State which has received the 
largest amount for that purpose, of any State in 
the Union. 

This bill, or thesubstitute which I now propose, 
contains the same principle, but is not the same in 
its detail, or in the manner of accomplishing the 
object in view. ‘Those western States which have 
not received grants for roads, say that they have 
already, by law, received the grants for schools. 





as are bestowed 


| Every sixteenth (in someof the States every six- 


| he reports back from the Committee on Public | 


| Lands. . 


| Mr. BENNETT. Yes, sir; the Chair under- 


stands aright. 
I wish, also, Mr. Speaker, to make a motion to 


| refer this bill back, after it is amended, to the Com- | 


| mittee on Public Lands; which | do for the pur- 
pose of saving it from being laid on the tabie. I 
| therefore, before | commence my explanatory 
| remarks, move to recommit the bill back to the 
|| Committee on Public Lands. 
| TheSPEAKER. The motion to refer will be 
| entered. 
| Mr. BENNETT. I wish, Mr. Spesker, to 
| occupy the morning hour, so that the bill and 
| substitute proposed may be printed and placed 
'in the hands of members to-morrow morning; 
‘and will therefore state to this House what the 
| bill is. It asserts a principle that | supported in 
| the last Congress, and for which I am an earnest 


advocate now, that the pubiic lands belong to all | 
| the States of the Union; that they were granted or | 


|| purchased for the benefit of all, and should be 
used for their common benefit. | am not among 

| the number who deny the power of Congress to 
| grant lands to the States for railroads, or any 
| other public purpose, or who believe that it is not 
expedient to make such grants, if equally and 

| fairly made, in a proper manner, and to a proper 
extent. Yet, while | admit this, I claim that there 

| should be some fairness and equality in the way 


| these lands are distributed for public purposes to | 
the several States; that if we give land to the State | 


|| of Illinois for railroads, there would be no justice 
| in our withholding it from the State of Iowa. If 
i; we give land to build railroads to the State of 
i} Missouri, we cannot in justice refuse to give it to 


\ 


teenth and thirty-sixth) section is given to them 
for that purpose. ‘They now deeire grants for 
railroads, confined to that object alone, and speci- 
fying the routes of the intended roads. They tell 
us that if Congress makes grants to them of so 
many acres to each State, their Legislatures will 
distribute it out to every county, and the lands 
will be of no real or practical benefit. In this they 
are universally agreed. They want to avoid that 
result. Inthe last Congress they made strong ob- 
jection to a general bill, for this reason: Because 
they said the lands would be of no benefit to them, 
but would be wasted on a thousand different pro- 
jects. To avoid that difficulty, they suggested to 
me to bring in a bill for the old States alone; that 
is, the States which had no public lands within 
their limits, in some form, as an equivalent for 
these grants for railroads to the other States, and 
to let each of the land States take their grants for 
roads in a separate bill, specifying the routewof 
the roads, and limiting the amounts to the same 
proposed in the general bill. I have assented ty 
this; and now propose such a bill, to see if Rep- 
resentatives from land States are willing to give 
the old States any land at all, in any form, or to 
any ameunt, for the same purposes as those for 
which it has been so liberally granted to them. 
This bill, therefore, only provides for the grant 
of lands to seventeen States, which have no 
public lands, and have received no grants, at the 
rate of one hundred and fifty thousand acres for 
each Senator and Representative in Congress. It 
will require between twenty and thirty millions of 
acres to provide for all the old States equally at 
this rate, a small equivalent for the grants made 
to, and now asked for, by the land States. It is 
objected, that if grants are made to the old States, 
they will go into the land States and take up large 
tracts of land and hold them for along time, or at 
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a high price, to the injury of the new States. This 
bill obviates that objection. It provides for the 
distribution of no lands directly to the old States, 
but that the States shall be entitled to receive and 
to dispose of land warrants (not less than eighty 
nor more than one hundred and sixty acres each) 
to the amountinall granted toeach State. These 
warrants will be sold to actual settlers going into 
the new States, and that the old States shall have 
the benefit of the sale of these warrants; but no 
State is to locate any warrants in its own name, 
or for iis own benefit. Instead of the General Gov- 
ernment, as now, selling the lands to this amount, 
and receiving the avails into the public Treasury, 
(after deducting the expense of sales, &c.,) each 
of the old States is to b® allowed to sell an amount 
of land warrants equal to the amount granted to 
that State, and retain the proceeds for the benefit 
of the State for school purposes, or purposes sim- 
ilar to those for which the lands are granted to the 
land States. 

The land warrant system is in practical opera- 
tion now; and as it exists,is adopted by this bill. 
It takes up the system as we find it, and through 
that system avails itself of the opportunity of 
making an equivalent to the old States, without 
prejudice to the land States, in any way, for the 
large grants made to them. We desire a settle- 
ment among the States of the land account before 
this system goes further. Many gentlemen do not 
understand the large amount of grants that have 
been made to a few States. IL have said that I 
admitted the power of Congress to dispose of the 
public lands. If Congress has not that power, 
there is no Department of the Government which 
has. The exclusive and entire right to dispose of 
these lands is conferred, by the Constitution, as 
clearly as any other power which Congress may 
exercise. This power has been exercised by 
Congress. Ever since the days of Jetferson down 
to the present time, the public lands have been 
granted for almost every conceivable purpose; but 
they have been granted for the benefit of the land 
States alone, and not for the benefit of all the 
States. I have a report before me giving the 
amount granted to apart of the States, as follows: 

Congress has not enly made these grants often, but to 
large amounts. The amount of land granted away by Con- 
grees exceeds the amount that has been sold. 

An official statement from the Commissioner of Public 
Lands shows that there has been granted to the States and 
‘Territories named, up to Jang 30, 1853, tor railroads, inter 


nal improvements, schools, and deaf and dumb asylums, 
as follows: 


PO SIO 04 040asi< § R00 FOSS chosen secees 1,970,530 acres, 
OS Ss ota cncine ecends dbus tokens es 2,283,219 ss 
TORO 16406 acene © 6050 Sh Obed Kee 4,096,848 *6 
PTE bbs cb sdts oneeeeesisenckes 2,563,477 6 
Th er OO king iat os trad vd ARES Sekean 1,934,464 « 
CO a ee ee 2,336,302 6 
ee ear ae 
TEED ‘sent redenunence nbd ohSe tach 3,623,827 *6 
SPS i ick és cknddcissearedssceacece 1,332,194 6 
"Sak NNO 6 nn 6 ba Aen dehd bvivedicce - 2,097,754 * 
To Alabama....... $v 6b606de.c0ccedcchaae 1,867,992 « 
"ee Pent: 0084600 ann0 sok eteen bbe an - 1,475,507 * 
To California........ pugebaeles sh eghsnes 7,265,404 
Se 66 cab ees s.od6 cbhs es anbhseyn 6,429,944 « 
To Oregon...... SSW Sb cu bedek sda wee eee 12,186,987 *€ 
To New Mexico,...... jsempeeeswen ‘ - 7,493,120 «§ 
TO Cree nh ckeencnes jae bead anke Seem oeees 6,681,707 *€ 


13 States, 4 Territories—amount.......68,913,937 “ 





There has also been granted to the States named for seats | 


of government, public buildings, corporations, private 
claims, salines, swamp lands, &c., as follows: 





+ rerews becsebssdccceccossesscsooccs SB, BBRGIT actes. 
Indiana......ee jdenecss etkanhken eee - 1,792,596 *¢ 
eer O60 966d0008 0000600 - 2,146,444 *¢ 
Missouri..... ikon hashes coe inbnbes - 3,589,751 
Alabama..... Sos ogb Uaetenudivsese's ébees 240,643 « 
Mississippi...... G0 SCEwwOedeees senu MBG 075 
PRON pon006 ananad baasd nes ceaveseues 4 Mee ee + 
De eschsden ees eo mecenctove ° ° . 121,878 *§ 
Wisconsin..... ‘cabbies tax cisasys bbenk Lee 
i eee ticach’ wecccessscces GOBeee 
i ee Cu ebsccdese ce -» 8,865,154 « 
Louisiana........... ehein owecs cesecee 21,086,180, * 
12 States—amount..... ikbnehwohas eoee 54,148,514 6 
Add grants before named........... -. 68,913,937 





Amount granted up to September 30, 1853, 123,062,451 «€ 
Amount sold up to same date +++ LOB, 197,356 « 





Amount of grants over the sales... .. cove 19,865,095 5 
Add grants for military services......... 24,F41,980 § 


- 


Amount.... esesess 44,707,075 * 


eee eee eee eee eee. 


Amount of grants and sales.............259,001,787 « 


These grants (except for military services) are for the | 


| the benefit of all the States. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


if 
benefitof only a part of the States, and the old States have | 


been wholly excluded. 

‘The swamp lands granted to California are many mil- 
lions of acres, but have not been returned, and are not 
inciuded above, 

Had the land granted to the land States and the Terri 
tories —123,062 451 acres—been sold at Goverumeant price, 
it would have amounted to ®153,548,051. The share of 
New York in this, according to representation, would have 


been =21 693,824. 

Sir, there has been appropriated to the Jand 
States and ‘Territories, for all purposes, about 
twenty million acres more land than have been 


sold up to June 30, 1553, exclusive of grants for | 
military service of some Lwe nty-four million acres. | 


ls it reasonable, or is it just or proper, if this 
system is to be pursued, that the lands should go 
exclusively for the benefit of the land States? Is 
it right, when we have granted nearly fifty mil- 
lion acres of land for schoo] purposes to the land 
States and Territories, that we should not grant 


any lands for school purposes to the old Suites? | 
If all the lands granted away had been sold, and the | 


proceeds divided among all the States, the share be- 
longing to New York, according to representation, 
would have amounted to more than $20,000 ,000— 


enough to pay our whole State debt for internal || 


improvements. 
Sut, sir, that is passed; these grants have been 
made; and the question now ts, shall we allow the 


land States to appropriate all the lands which yet | 


remain—lands which were purchased by the com- 
mon property of the country? I take occasion 


here to say that | care not what reports may | 


have been presented upon the subject, 1 do not 
believe it can be demonstrated that the public 
lands have been a source of revenue to the Gov- 
ernment. We have paid millions and hundreds 
of mulions of dollars for these lands more than 
has been received from the sales, if all that is 


justly chargeable to the lands is placed in the ac- | 


count, and charged against them. 

By the report of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, | see that we have paid the In- 
dians $35,000,009 for land purchased of them. As 
long ago as 1839, in reply to a resolution of some 
Sen&tor, | think Mr. Corwin, there was an official 
report made to the Senate, by which it appeared 
that over $85,000,000 had been paid to the Indians 
for lands, up to that time. 


stated at $35,000,000. 
By what process was it reduced, instead of in- 
creasing? We have been making new purchases 


ever since 1839, and paying annuities, some of | 


which cease only with the existence of the Indian 
tribes to whom they are paid. We havealsogiven 


money, goods, and other lands, in exchange. We 
| have since been repeatedly making appropriations 


for gifts, and presents, and exnenses of commis- 
sioners to make new treaties with the Indians, and 


purchase lands of them. There is scarcely an In- | 


dian appropriation bill passes that does not contain 
forty, fifty, or a hundred thousand dollars for 
these or similar purposes. 

Bat, sir, I will not now pursue this train of ar- 
gument further; [| have not the proper documents 
beforeme. Lrepeat, thatif all thatis justly charge- 
able to the public lands were placed in the account, 
I do not believe they have ever been a source of 
revenue to the Government; I| do not believe they 
ever will be. I am in favor of grants of the public 
land for ratlroad purposes, if made equally for 


the policy; but, in making the grants, I want the 
old States treated fairly. The public lands are 
the common property of all the States; the old 
States should not be excluded. 
to vote for those railroad grants, when it is pro- 
claimed that they are to be made for the benefit 
of the land States alone. 


It is contended that the old States have no right | 


to complain, because, as itis said, they lose nothing 
by these railroad grants, And it is urged that 


the price of the alternate sections of land is | 


doubled, and that all the land granted is thus 


paid for. This argument has been pressed beyond | 


all kindofreason. It was a very ingenious mode 
of getting the land; but it has never been true to 
anything like the extent claimed. To show this, 


I have only to refer to the Illinois Central rail- | 


road, 


Take, for example, the Illinois Central railroad, as most 
favorable for those relying upon this argument. 
for that road were as follows: 


| To Lilinois........cespeeeeveesvesyeesese 2,595,053 acres. 


| fifteen miles on each side of the road, and the 


railroad, were brought into market in July, 1852, 


Purchases and pays |! 
ments have been made ever since; and now it 1s | 
How does this happen? | 


| price of the public land is wrong, in my judg- 


| price of the public land, we only tax the actual 
| settlers to build the roads for the benefit of com- 


I am not opposing | 


}| ratlroad purposes upon the theory that they pay 
| for themselves. I do not believe it. I deny italto- 
But we areasked | 


thereby benefit the United States, just as if that 


now selling our public land as fast as emigration 


The grants || (that is said so rapidly to increase the sales) had — 
| in full operation for two or three of the last years. c 
| lowest sales in any one year were in 1852, (less than om 


pea as _____ April 4 


To Mississippi 
To Alabau 


Amount granted to that road......... 3.7517 ll 


“ 


Reserved to be offered at double price: 
In UMinois 


, 


presse 9605606004400 On eta ckan 1,223,921 acre 

Bh OD heb cscs uceasn coeneuactal QRS 495 7 : 

eee TT Ee LiF ry Ty 167.045 « 
Amount to be offered at double price... 1,651,874 


The land granted to the road, 3,751,711 acres, amounts 
at Government price, to $4,689,639. 

It all the reserved sections could besold at double 
it still leaves a clear gilt to this road of $2,624,597, 
the act only reserved these seetions, and required the 
Leoffered at the increased price beforé they were sold 
ordinary rate. 

They were brought into market in July, 1852; and yy to 
September, 30, 1853, (one year and three months.) there 
had been sold in Iltnois, at the double price, only 254 yxy 
acres, and the amount over the ordinary price reevived wag 
$355, 100, (and from this all additional expenses should be 
deducted,) to repay Government for the grant or gift of land 
to the amount of $4,689,639—not one thirteenth part - 
touch. It is doubtful whether any railroad grant, made or io 
be made, under this admirable “ lose-nothing” system, (og 
it has come to be a system,) will repay to Government, in. 
cluding all additional expenses, one dollar in ten of ihe 
value of the land given to the road. 


price, 

Sut 
Mm to 
at the 


That road had nearly four million acres of the 
public land granted to it. It passed through the 
States of Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama. lis 
selections of land were made within a range of 


doubled sections only extended six miles on each 
side, and that has been the precedent and pattern 
for all the grants made since. The alternat 
sections, to the amount of one million six hun- 
dred thousand and odd acres were doubled jp 
price. If every acre of that land were sold at 
double price, there would be still a clear gift of 
over $2,500,000 to the road. 

But it was further alleged that the alternate sec. 
tions would be sold as soon as they were brought 
into market, at the double price. The alternate 
sections of the public land along the central Illinois 


and up to the 30th June, 1853, when they had 
been in market one year, only about two hundred 
and eighty thousand acres were sold within the 
limits of Illinois. The land in the other States 
was but trifling in amount. The argument that 
the Government would not be a loser by the 
grants 3s not true fact, and never has been. [If all 
the extra expense of a public sale and of putting 
the land into market at the double price, were 
taken into account, I do not believe that the pro- 
ceeds of the alternate sections would pay one tenth 
part of the value of the land granted to the road. 
The idea of doubling the price of the public land 
does not amount to much in fact, so far as the 
States can show. And the theory of doubling the 


ment; | do not think that we ought to double the 
price of the public land, but to make the grants 
independent of that consideration. Let those who 
emigrate to the West have the best of the land to 
settle on, if they make the first settlements and 
locations. 


We should not forget, too, that in doubling the 


panies and corporations. The land given to the 
railroad is, by this system, also increased in price. 
The company will hold it for a time, and then putit 
into the market at an exceedingly advanced price. 
I coyld not vote for grants of the public land for 


gether. 
It is also said that the grants increase sales, and 


were a matter of great importance, whether the 
sales were made more or less rapidly. We are 


demands; and it is certainly wrong to stimulate 
settlement to an undue and unnatural extent. 

But look at the table of sales, and while the 
system of railroad grants has been in full opera- 
tion, and you will find that the sales have not In- 
creased.* In 1852 the sales -were not as great 
as they had been for either of the twelve years 


*There was more land sold in 1836 than has been = 
for the last twelve years up to January, 1853, (the retum 
for 1853 are not yet all made.) Yet this railroad syste@ 
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nreceding. More land was sold in 1836 than 
desi 2 the entire twelve past years. The spirit 
of speculation was rife. There was a great deal 
of land sold in 1836—over twenty millions acres, 
Perhaps it was an unhealthy state of public sen- 
timent on the subject of the public lands; but it 
chows that capitalists will buy and sell land as it 
euits their interest without reference to railroad 
erants, other considerations control, 

° The old States have not received an acre of the 
nublie lands granted to the States; and, so far as 
rants for railroad purposes are concerned, they 
do not make any, or a very small compensation 
for the grants under the system pursued. It will 
take only between twenty and thirty millions of 
acres to make up to the old States the equivalent 
viven by this bill. And any gentleman can calculate 
how much his own State will get under it, as it 
crants one hundred and fifty thousand acres for 
each Senator and Representative. Is thata great 
hoon to ask from our western friends in return for 
the vast grants which they have received already, 
and which they are now asking for? 

Let me state one other fact tothe House. There 
are proposed to be granted to the land States 
during this very session, for railroad purposes, over 
ffieen million acres of public lands, so as to give 
an amount to the other land States equal to that 
which has been given to the State of Illinois. 
That is more than one half the amount which this 
bill proposes to give to all the old States; and yet 
we are asked to grant that amount to the land 
States for railroad purposes alone, during one sin- 
ele session—and to pursue this system year after 
year—without any provision being made for the 
old States. 


Before any more of these railroad measures are 
taken up, | desired to bring this bill before the | 
House, and to take the sense of the House upon | 


it; to know how generously, or rather how justly, 
we are to be treated by those who are continually 
asking us to grantaway the public domain to their 
States, at the rate of fifteen or twenty millions of 
acres at a session. This bill contains nothing 
more nor less than a recognition of the right of 
all the States to the public domain, and to be taken 
for the same public purposes, and particularly for 
schools. 

Gentlemen from the land States tell us that the 
old States are indirectly benefited by the grants 
for railroad purposes. They say you settle and 
build up the western States, and by so doing, you 
indirectly benefit the whole country. I grant the 


argument, but I say that these grants to the old | 


S'ates will also indirectly benefit the West. The 


argument is just as good one way as the other. | 


We want a small share of the direct benefits of 
these grants, and let them have their just propor- 
tion of the indirect benefits received by all. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) With the 
permission of the gentleman, | will move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. The gentleman is a little 
hoarse to-day, and can finish his remarks to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. BENNETT. I give way for that purpose. 

The question was taken on Mr. Ciincman’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

(The following is a copy of the bill referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, January 3, 1854, 
and reported back to the House yesterday by Mr. 
Bennert, with a substitute therefor: 


A BILL granting lands equally to the several States, to 


a —— construction of railroads and for the support of 
schools, 


Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United § ' 


million of acres,) being the very year the reserved sections 
ou the Central railroad were brought into market! 
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tates of America in Congress assembled, || 
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; 
That there is hereby severally granted to each of the States, 
of Alabama, California, Plorda, Lowa, Leuisiana, Michi 
gan, Mississippi, Wisconsin, Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
|} mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Caro 
lina, South Carolina, Maryland, Virginia, Georgia, Tennes- 
see, and Kentucky, public lands at the rate of one hundred 
and fifty thou-and acres for each Senator and Representative 
| to which said States are respectively entitled ; and a tucther 
grantof one million of acres is hereby severally made to 
each of the States, of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Michi 
} gan, and Mississippi, and of one million five hundred 
thousand acres to each of the States, of California, Lowa, 
and Wisconsin; said lands, so far as may be, to be taken 
within the limits of said States respectively, in the man- 


| ner, and for the purposes hereinafter mentioned ; and to | 


each of the States of Ohio and Indiana, ali the public 
lands remaining unsold within the respective States of 
| Ohio and Indiana, and not reserved for any public purpose. 
Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the eight States 
in the preceding section first named are authorized to apply 
the proceeds of the lands hereby severally granted to them 
to aid in the construction of railroads in the said States re- 
spectively. Anda rightof way through the public lands is 
hereby severally gfanted to the said States, and they are 
severally authorized to take necessary materials of earth, 
stone, and timber, for the construction of the said railroads 
respectively, from the public lands adjacent thereto, and 
in locating each of these said railroads, and assigning the 
limits thereto, no more land shall be taken from the United 
States than is necessary for the convenient construction 
and use of each of said railroads, with double track respec- 
tively, including stations and the public buildings of all 
kinds connected with said roads, turnouts, and such other 
appurtenances \s are necessary Or usually enjoyed by first- 
class railroads ; and a copy of the location of said several 
roads respectively, as now made, or hereafter to be made, 
shall be forwarded to the proper local land offices, and 
the General Land Office at Washington city, as soon as 
practicable alter the same are completed respectively, and 
shall be duly recorded; and there is hereby severally 
granted to each of the eight States in the preceding sec- 
uon first named, respectively, the amount of land therein 
specified, for the purpose of making railroads therein re 
| Spectively, as aforesaid, to be taken within said States 
respectively, and along the entire length of the line or route 
of suid several railroads, so far as the United States own lands 
on the line of said several roads, in manner following, viz : 


every alternate section of land designated by odd wuimbers, | 


for six miles in width On each side of said several railroads ; 
but in case it shall appear that the United States have, when 
the lines or routes of any of said roads are definitely fixed, sold 
any section, or any part thereof, granted aforesaid, or thatthe 
right of preemption has attached to the same, then it shall be 
| lawful for any agent or agents, w be appointed by the Gov 
| ernor of each of said States respectively, to seleet, subject 

to the approval of the Secretary of the [nterior, from the 


lands of the United States nearest to the tiers or sections } 


above specified, and within said States respectively, so 
much land in alternate sections or parts of sections as shall 
be equal to such lands as the United States have sold, or to 
which the right of preémption has attached as aforesaid, 
which lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold or to which 
preemption rights have attached as aforesaid, together with 
the sections or parts of sections designated by odd numbers 
as afuresaid, and appropriated as aforesaid) shall be held by 
each of the said eight States first named respectively, to 


| said several States, for the uses and purposes aforesaid ; but 


of each of said roads shall in no case be more than six see- 
} 

lands hereby granted to the said eight first named States 

shall be exclusively applied to construct or aid in the con- 

struction of railroads in said States respectively, and shall 

be sold and disposed of only as the work progresses, and in 
| proportion to the length of railroad completed upon each 

of said roads, and the same shall be applied to no other road 


or purpose: 4nd provided, also, That any and all lands | 


heretofore reserved to the United States by any act of Con 


gress, or in any other manner by competent authority, for | 


the purpose of aiding in any object of internal improve 
ment, or for any other purpose whatever, shall be, and the 


| same are hereby, reserved to the United States from the | 
operation of this section, except so far as it may be found | 


| necessary to locate the routes of said railroads through such 


| reserved lands,in which case the right of way only shall be | 


and is hereby granted. 


| Sec. 3. and beit further enacted, That the other nine- 
teen States in the first seetion of this act named are sever 
ally authorized to apply the proceeds of the lands hereby 
severally granted to each of said States to aid in the econ- 
| struction of railroads, or canals, or for the support of 
| schools. And the Commissioner of Public Lands, under 
|| the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall is=ue to 
each of said nineteen States, respectively, land warrants to 
the amount in all to which each of said nineteen States are 
respectively entitled under this act, (except so far as the 
tands granted to Ohio and Indiana are situated within the 
limits of said States ;) and said nineteen States are severally 
| authorized to sell and dispose of said land warrants; and 
the same are to be valid and effectual in the hands of any 
owner or holder thereof, and may be located by such owner 
or holder upon any public lands for sale or subject to private 
entry, and the same fees to be paid therefor by the holders 
thereof. And the title of the land so located by any owner 
| Or holder of said land warrants, shall be secured and per 
fected to such owner or holder, in the same manner as other 
land warrants issued by the United States. Said land war 
| rants shall be so engraved and printed as to prevent decep 
| tion and counterfeiting; shall be signed by the Secretary of 


the Interior or the Commissioner of the Bmblic Lands, or | 


for them by such other persons as the Secretary may direct, 
and countersigned by the Governor of each State receiving 
the same, or by such other officers as the said nineteen 
States may respectively designate for that purpose ; and 
| said land warrants shali be for not less than eighty, nor 
il over one hundred and sixty acres each: Provided, that no 


the amount in the preceding section named for each of the | 
the lands to be so located and selected for and on account | 


tions of land for each mile of said road: Provided, That the | 





State shall be authorized to locate any warrants in its own 
bame or for its own benefit; and that no warrant issued 
under the provisions of this act, shail be located upon any 
lands to which there shall be a preémption right, or ona 
which there shall be an actual settiement and cultivation, 
except by the person holding such preémption right, or by 
such settler and cultivator. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That each and all of 
the railroads in any State in the Union, made either wholly 
vrin part from the proceeds of the lands granted by this 
act, are hereby made and declared post reads, and shall 
forever hereafter, at all times, transport the mails, military 
stores, forces and property of the United States, under the 
direction of the proper officers thereof, and Congress may 
by law fix the rate of compensation to be allowed for such 
services. And until fixed by law for such compensation as 
the Postmaster General shall direct. 

Sec. 5. and he it further enacted, That all mineral lands 
are hereby reserved to the United States from tie operation 
of this act, except such as are, or hereafter may be, by law 
subject to private entry by individuals. 

Sec. 6. and be it further enacted, That all the land 
granted during the present Congress by any other act to 
any State named herein, shall be deducted from the amount 
granted by this act to such State. 


The following is the substitute for the above 
bill: 


» A BILL to equalize the grants of land to the several States, 


for certain public purposes: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That there shall be, and he@®eby is severally granted 
to each of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia 
and Virginia, public lands at the rate of one hundred and 
fifty thousand acres for each Senator and Representative to 
which said States are respectively entitled. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That land warranta 
shall be issued to each of said States, to the amount in all 
to which they are respectively entitled under the preceding 
section; and said States are severally authorized to sell said 
land warrants and apply the proceeds thereof to the support 
of schools; or, a portion thereof may be applied, under the 
discretion of the Legislatures of said States respectively, 
to aid in the construction of railroads or canals. 

Sec. 3. And hbeit further enacted, That said land war- 
rants shall be for not less than eighty or more than one hun 
dred and sixty acres each—and shall be valid in the hands 
of the purchasers, and holders thereof, and may be located 
by any such owner or holder, upon any of the surveyed 
public lands, which shall be, at the time for sale and sub- 
ject to private entry. And the tide to the land so located 
under said warrants, shall be perfected to the owners or 
holders thereof, in the same manner, as under other land 
warrants issued by the United States, and the same fees to 
be paid therefor, said land warrants to be properly engraved, 
and printed, and signed, when issued by or under the diree- 
ton of the Commissioner of Public Lands, and counter- 
signed as they are sold by or under the direction of the Gov- 
ernor of each of said States respectively : Provided, That no 
State shall locate any of said land warrants in its own name 
or for its own benefit, and no land warrant shall be located 
upon any lands to which there shall be a preémption right, 
or upon which there shall be an actual settlement and cul- 
tivation, except by the person holding such preémption right 
or by such settler and cultivator—and not more than one half 
of any one section shall be located under said land warrants, 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the half rections 
or parts of sections of land remaining of the sections, upon 
which said land warrants shall have been, in part, located, 
shall not be sold for less than double the minimum price of 
the public lands when sold, for the next three years after, 
such land warrants have been located, in part, on said sec- 

tions. 

Sec.5 And heit further enacted, That the United States 
mail and the troops and property of the United States shalt 
be. at all times, transported on all railroads made either 
wholly or in part from the proceeds of the lands granted by 
this act, ander the direction of the proper officers and De- 
partments of Government, for such compensation as Con- 
gress may by law allow, and until so fixed by law for such 
compensation as the Postmaster General shall direct.) 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair.) 

TheCHAIRMAN. The business first inorder 
is the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th June, 1855. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said that, at a former ses- 
sion, when a bill for the organization of the Ter- 
ritory of Nebraska was under consideration, he 
proposed an amendment relative to the Indian 
tribes, and the bill now pending in committee con- 
tained a provision in the identical language at that 
time made use of by him; and the very fact that 
more than two thirds of that Congress thought the 
territorial organization necessary, was sufficient 
for him to support the bill now before them. He 
voted for that bill because there was nothing of- 
fensive in it, and because it was not likely they 
could get anything better. 

He should vote for the Senate bill, but was in 
favor of striking out the Clayton amendment, not 
because it was wrong, but because it would lead 
|| to no practical result, and embarrass its passage. 
ii Mr. Bapeer’s amendment did not change the 
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not prohibit the people from legislating as the Con- 
sUitulion permits them to do. It merely said the 
people of the Territories may legislate as the Con- 
stitution warrants, without the intervention of 
Congress, or French, Mexican, or Indian law. 
Therefore it was a better bill than the bills for 
Utah and New Mexico, passed in 1850, because 
they left the Mexican laws in force. It was better 
than the Clayton compromise, because that left 
the Mexican law in force. The real point was 
this: Shall the Territory be left open to everybody, 
or shall the Wilmot proviso stand on it? 

In 1850, he said, certam persons professed to 
he for intervention when they were not for it. 
The true friends who sustained Cass no doubt 
were willing to carry it out; but there was oppost- 


of mask, He then proceeded to show that the 
northern Whigs, in 1846, commenced with the 
W ilmot proviso, and followed up the anti-slavery 
tactics, with a view of beating down Cass and 
the Democrats everywhere If their policy had 
been carried out in practice, this Government 
would not be in existence at this day. The north- 
ern Wiigs were then committed to that policy, 
but appealed to otherg—southern men—to keep it 
away. General Tayl@ having died, Mr. Fillmore 
succeeded with a more liberal policy, and the ques- 
tions then pending were settled. He then spoke 
of the change which has since been effected in the 
North, more favorable to the South; and made re- 
marks, generally, on the subject of slavery, and 
against the many mischievous efforts made to 
abolish it. 

He said, in this connection, the southern sys- 
tem is a prosperous one, and there was no reason 
for arraying Government against it; the condi- 
tion of the negro, morally, socially, and physi- 
cally was better than that of the negro race else- 
where on the face of the earth, either in Africa or 
out of it. 

[A full report of this speech will be found in 
the Appendix. ] 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, said that his 
district adjotned the one which was the residence 
of Mr. David Wilmot, the father of the Wilmot 
proviso; and as that gentleman had been engaged 
during the present week in agitating this subject 
within the limits of his (Mr. Wriaur’s) district, 
it became him, therefore, to defend himself. 

On Tuesday last a large meeting (or it was so 
represented in the public prints) was held in the 


of his district. Mr. Wilmot made a speech at 
that meeting, and the first intimation he (Mr. 
W ricur) had of it was three petitions, which he 
yesterday presented in the House, signed by one 
hundred and four leading, prominent citizens of 
Carbondale, asking that the Nebraska-Kansas 
bill might become a law; so that he thought the 


Carbondale did not, perhaps, come up to the ex- 
pectations of the enemies of that measure. 
Mr. W. then expressed his opposition to the 


stating that he could not vote for the bill with that 
clause in it. 
chairman of the Committee on Territories, (Mr. 
concerned, should be stricken out. With that 
by his vote in the House, and before the country. 
He was ready to sustain it because it involved a 
great, an important, and a mighty question—the 
question of State rights, and of popular sover- 


eignty, and upon this foundation he was ready 
to stand or fail. 


be stricken down as an advocate of popular sover- 


eignty, than be returned again to the House having 
sustained a position in opposi.ien to it. There- 


portance whatever. 
had been one inch of territory acquired by the 
opposition; and that there never had been a Ter- 


ritory organized ora State admitted that had not 
also met with the bitterest opposition. 





city of Carbondale, in Luzerne county, a portion | 


impression made by Mr. Wiimot in the city of | 


CLAYTON amendment in the Senate Nebraska bill, | 
He had, however, the pledge of the | 


Ricuarpson,] that that clause, so far as he was | 


tion in another quarter, who fought under a sort | 


clause out of the bill he was ready to sustain it | 


He would say in this place that he would rather | 


fore, 80 far as regarded his return to this House, | 

it was a matter about which he cared nothing. | 

Le cast it from him as a matter of no earthly im- 
Mr W. then proceeded to prove that there never | 


Government but what had met with the severest 


To-mor- | 


were also to give us a deed of cession to the Can- 


adas, there would be a party in this House which 


' would vote against accepting the deeds. 


He next argued to show that the Missouri com- | 


promise had remained a dead letter upon the stat- 
ute-books for the last thirty years, and proceeded 
to vindicate the Democratic party from the charge 
of exciting agitation. 

[This speech will be found in the Appendix.) 


Mr. MATTESON next obtained the fioor. 

Mr. YATES. If the gentleman from New 
York will give way, I will move that the commit- 
tee do now rise. 

Mr. MATTESON. Iam obliged to goon now. 

Mr. MATTESON opposed the measure, and re- 
ferred to the resolution of the Legislature of New 
York, and those of various public meetings in that 
State, against the repeal of the Missouri compro- 
mise; and, as a full and ample justification for his 
course on this occasion, he said that both Whigs 
and Democrats, without distinction of party, par- 
ticipated in those meetings. He read various ex- 
tracts in relation to that subject, and opposed the 
bill until his hour expired. 

{This speech will be found in the Appendix.] 


Pending the delivery of the remarks of Mr. 
Marreson, the following interruption took place: 

Mr.ORR. Wiil the gentleman from New York 
give way for one moment to allow me to make an 
explanation ? 

Mr. MATTESON. With great pleasure. 

Mr. ORR. I am glad that the gentleman from 
New York has afforded me an opportunity to 
make a corrective with reference to a bill which 
was introduced and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. I see by the papers, that it has 
been the subject of very great agitation at the 
North, and | have seen one or two articles, in 
which the bill was discussed at length. I will state 


|| receive, and the compensation of a commiss 


to the gentleman from New York, that the Com- | 


mittee on Indian Affairs have not yet reported that 
bill back, but haveinstructed me to doso, striking 
out altogether that provision which has reference 
to slaves. The provision allowing to each Indian 
who owns slaves a reservation in proportion to 
the number of his slaves, was intended to apply 
principally, if not exclusively, to the Creeks, 
Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Semi- 
noles. The committee have determined to strike 


out those tribes, inasmuch as it is not proposed to | 


organize any territorial governments over the 
limits occupied by the tribes | have just enumer- 
ated. 
braska owned by Indians, I am not aware of it. 
There are slaves owned by Indian tribes in other 


| territory, to the number of ten or twelve thousand. 


Mr. CHANDLER obtained the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
tleman yield fora motion to rise? The hour is 
late. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I yield the floor for that 
purpose with great reluctance. [A laugh.] 

Mr. WASHBURN. I move that the commit- 
tee do now rise. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rese, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the bill 
‘*making appropriation for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government for the year 


ending June 30, 1855,’’ and had come to no reso- 
lution thereon. 


Mr. WHEELER. 
now adjourn. 


The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to, 


I move that the House do 


If there are any slaves in Kansas and Ne- || 
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character of the bill, which, as it now stood, did | 





. 
April §, 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
settle the accountof William Claude Jones agains, 
the United States, for his military services jn the 
United Siates Army, and to allow him the differ. 
ence between the pay of a private, which he did 


of subsistence, to which he is entitled, from te 
28th of September, 1837, to the 2d of April, jg3s 

On the 28th of September, 1837, mi Was 
mustered into the service of the United States ag 
a private, at Jefferson barracks, in Missouri; upon 
the same day he was appointed * Commissary 
in Morgan’s spy battalion of mounted riflemen.” 
by Lieutenant Colonel A. G. Morgan, under 
authority from the Secretary of War. 

An order from Colonel Z. Taylor, written a 


| Fort Gardner, dated January 28, 1838, directins 


him to proceed to Tampa Bay, names the peti- 
tioner ** Lieutenant Jones.”’ 

The records of the office of the Third Auditor 
of the Treasury show that Jones was mustered as 
a private on the 28th of September, 1837, and that 
he was paid as such until April 2, 1838, and that 
no person has been paid as commissary or quar- 
termaster to the ** Morgan Spies.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate withou: 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred a bill supple. 
mentary to an act ** confirming claims to land in 
the State of Missouri, and for other purposes,” 
have directed me to report it back without amend. 
ment and recommend its passage. It is a small 
matter, which affects but a few citizens, and | 


| hope it will be passed immediately. 


ir.GEYER. [I trust the Senate will agree to 
put that bill upon its passage now. . 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole. 
It provides that in case the location and _ bound- 
aries of a tract of land, the claim to which was 
confirmed by the act of July 4, 1836, “con- 
firming claims to land in the State of Missouri, 
and for other purposes,’’ cannot be ascertained, 


| the surveyor general for Illinois and Missouri 
| shall grant to the claimant a certificate to that 
| effect, and the claimant shall be permitted to locate 
/ an equal quantity, on any unappropriated public 


land of the United States, in the State of Mis- 
souri, subject to entry at private sale. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


/amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


And thereupon (at four o’clock, p. m.) the’ 


House adjourned until to-morrow 
, o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, -4pril 5, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Stuicer. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PRIVATE BILL. 


On the moff6n of Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate, | 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the |} 
row, if Spain were to give us a deed of cession of || consideration of the bill for the relief of William 
the Island of Cuba, and her Britannic Majesty || Claude Jones. 


at twelve) 


reading 


g, was read a third time, and passed, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. BRIGHT 


presented the petition of the 


| postmasters of Vincennes, Indiana, Shawnee- 
| town, Illinois, St. Louis, Missouri, Keokuk and 
| Dubuke, lowa, and Louisville, Kentucky, pray- 
_ing an increase of compensation; which was re- 





ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, a report of citizens of Newpoint, Indiana, 
praying an appropriation of land to the States of 
Indiana, Illinois, and lowa, for the construction of 
arailroad from Fort Wayne, Indiana, via Ro- 
chester, Lacon, New Boston, and Wapello, to 
Council Bluff City, on the Missouri river; which 


| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Also, a petition of owners of vessels employed 
in the coasting trade and whale fisheries, residing 
at Sag Harbor, New York, praying an appropria- 


| tion for the erection of a custom-house building 


at that place; which was referred to the Commit- 


‘| tee on Commerce. 


Also, a memorial of the Mayor and Common 
Council of Evansville, Indiana, praying that the 
proposed western armory may be located at that 
place; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JAMES presented the petition of Messrs. 
Barnes & Mitchell, S. P. Hoover, and others, cit- 
zens of Washington, praying that Pennsylvania 
avenue, in that city, may be paved with the Russ 
pavement; which was referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a memorial of 
the corporate authorities of the town of Wetumpka, 
Alabama, praying Congress to prevent the erec- 
tion of bridges over the navigable waters of that 
State; which was referred to the Commitiee 0” 


| the Judiciary. 
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REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
petition of William Emmons, senior, praying an 
extension of a patent granted to his son Uri Em- 
mons, fora planing machine, submitted a report, 
secompanied by a bill for the relief of the heirs of 
the Jate Uri Emmons; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. ‘The report was ordered to 
be printed. . . 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, 
to whom was referred the petition of Michael 
Nourse, praying compensation for the several pe- 
riods during which he performed the duties of the 
office of Register of the Treasury, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. FITZPATRICK, it was 

Ordered, That William Barclay have leave to withdraw 
his peuuion and papers. 

NOTICE OFA BILL. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 

ask leave to introduce a Will to amend an act enti- 


tled “An act to provide compensation to such | 


persons as may be designated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury to keep and receive the public 
money, under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th 
August, 1846, for the additional services required 
under that act,’’ approved March 2, 1853. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GEYER asked, and by unanimous con- | 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill to aid in 
the construction of certain railroads in the State 
of Missouri, by the grant of a portion of the pub- 
lic lands; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, asked, and 
by unanimous consent obtained, leave to introduce 
a bill to authorize the recovery of the assets of a 
bankrupt where the same have been concealed or 
not specified in the schedule by him; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senats pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, April 5, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business in 
order was the consideration of the bill reported 
yesterday by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Bennert,] from the Committee on Public Lands, 
‘granting lands equally to the several States to 
aid in the construction of railroads and for the 
support of schools. ’”? 

Mr. EASTMAN, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented the memorial of the Legislature of the State 
of Wisconsin, in relation to the homestead bill, 
and praying a grant of the public lands to aid in 
the construction of railroads. * 
ute That said memorial lie upon the table, and be 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have several 
communications here from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, submitting additional estimates, which, in 
the absence of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, I wish to present and have 
referred to that committee, and printed. 

There 
were received, referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I ask the unanimous con- | 


sent of the House to make some reports from the 
nay on Invalid Pensions, as I shall neces- 
sarily be absent from the city for some days, and 


io nenitae will probably be called during that 


Mr. BENNETT. 
presentation 
on the bill which was introduced by me yester- 
ie has only just come into the House in printed 
orm; and, in order that gentlemen may have an 


I have no objection to the 


being no objection, the communications | 


of those reports; but I desire to say | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


opportunity to examine it, ask that the further 
consideration of that bill may be postponed until 
Tuesday next, remaining in the position in which 
it now stands. 
sent of the House to postpone it to that time. 

Mr. COBB. Say Wednesday; for Tuesday 
there is a special order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I would suggest thatit be 
postponed for three weeks. 

Mr. BENNETT. It is not my desire that 
action should be deferred so long. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
the proposition of the gentleman from New York 
will be agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I have 
every disposition to accommodate the gentleman 
from New York; but I do not see, if we are to have 
speeches upon this question of the public lands, 
why we cannot have them just as well now as at 
some future day. I will agree not to vote to lay 
the bill upon the table, or to prevent full and free 


| discussion, until the matter is disposed of; but I 


am opposed to the proposed postponement, for I 
do not know what may come up. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from New York has 
the right to make the motion to postpone, but it 
is within the discretion of a majority of the House 
whether they will grant it or not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the gentle- 
man from New York the right to postpone, and to 
keep this bill before the House as a report from 
a committee to occupy the subsequent morning 
hour? 

The SPEAKER. He has aright to move to 
postpone the consideration of the bill, if a major- 
ity of the House see fit to grant it; and it will 
come up in the morning hour. 

Mr. JONES. Suppose another committee should 
be called upon to report in the mean time, ard be 
undisposed of oefore the time arrives for the con- 
sideration of this. 

‘The SPEAKER. 
cedence. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Do T un- 
derstand the Speaker to decide, if the considera- 
tion of this bill is postponed now, that it will be 
made the special order on the day to which it is 
postponed ? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair says, and so does 
the rule, that when a question is under debate, that 
no motion shall be received but a motion to 
adjourn, to lay upon the table, to call for the pre- 
vious question, to postpone to a day certain, to 
commit or amend, &c. The motion is now sub- 
mitted, that the consideration of this bill be post- 
poned until Tuesday next. The decision of the 
Chair is, that its consideration will take place in 
the morning hour as a report from the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 


This report would take pre- 


l move to amend the 


| motion by saying this day two weeks. 


Mr. DEAN. Is it in order to move to refer 
this bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to recommit the bill. Does the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. Bennett] demand the previous 
question ? 

Mr. BENNETT. [I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to postpone the consideration 
of the bill until the time indicated ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has not submitted the motion to postpone 
the consideration of the bill, but he asks the unan- 
imous consent of the House for that purpose. If 
it is not given, he proposes to go on with his 
speech. 

Mr. DEAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana (Mr. Henpricks] states that he is about to 
leave the city, and asks the indulgence of the 


House to make some reports from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 
Mr. BISSELL. 


gentleman objecting to the postponement asked 
for the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Ben- 
netT,} I withdraw it. 


TheSPEAKER. As understood by the Chair, 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Suan! made 
the objection. 


Mr. BENNETT. I ask my collengue if he 


will not withdraw his objection, as | have no 
doubt the House will grant unanimous consent to 
the postponement? 





BE. 


I would like the unanimous con- | 


If I am understood as the | 
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Mr. DEAN. [ will withdraw the objection. 

The SPEAKER. If no further objection be 
made, the order will be entered for a postpone- 
ment of the consideration of the bill until Tues- 
day next. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. If it is in order, 
I would like to offer an amendment to the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unanimous consent. If not objected to, the 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana will be received. 

Mr. BENNETT. Task leave of the House to 
have the bill and proposed amendments printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands there 
is no objection to that course; and the proposed 
amendment will be prinied, together with the ori- 
ginal bill, if not objected to. 

It was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Henpricks] desires, if no objection be made, 
to make the reports to which he referred. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, I want to hear what 
the amendment to the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands is. Let it be read. How 
can gentlemen know whether to object to it or 
not until it is read ? 

Several Members. It is too late. 

Mr. COBB. I have been asking all the time for 
information in the matter, and have not been able 
to obtain it. TT will, therefore, object, if the 
amendment is not read now. 

The SPEAKER The Chair thinks that the 
gentleman from Alabama is too late in making an 
objection at this time. 

Mr. GREY. Oh, yes; it is entirely too late 
now toobject. Besides,the House understood the 
matter sufficiently to vote upon it. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
resolution and bill; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker; 

Resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay the expenses of codifying and 
revising the revenue laws; and 

An act for the benefit of the citizens and occu- 
pants of the town of Council Bluffs, in lowa. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indi- 
ana [Mr. Henpricks] will now, if there is no 
objection, make his reports. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 desire to inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana whether he expects to put 
any of the bills which he is about to report on 
their passage. If he only desires to report them 
for the purpose of referring them, | have no ob- 


jection to his doing so. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. There is one bill which, 
on the reading of the report, I should like to have 
put upon its passage, if the House wil! permit me. 
But if there be any objection to my doing so, of 
course | will not insist. 

I now present’an advefse report to the Senate 
bill No. 132, being a bill for the relief of Albert 
Hart, increasing his pension. 

The bill was read by its title, and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. HENDRICKS also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the following bills; which were 
read a first and secand time by their titles, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Samuel McKnight, of the 
State of Kentucky; and 

A bill for the relief of William Wallace, of the 
State of Illinois. 

Mr. HENDRICKS also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of George M. 
Bentley, of the State of Indiana; which was read 
a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. As the bill, which has 
just been read by its title, is under my special 
charge, and as | cannot be in this House when it 
comes up for consideration, | would be gratified 
if the House should pass it on the mere reading 
of the report. I will not press it upon the House, 
if any gentleman should insist upon going on with 
the regular order of business. But the report is 
short, and the matter very plain, so that | hope 
the House will hear it, and pass the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will proceed to 
read the report. 

Mr. LETCHER. [It is unnecessary, Mr. 
Speaker, to read the report now. I hope it will 
be ordered to be printed, and that*the bill in quea- 
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tion will take its place among the other bills to be 
acted on by the House. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
from Virginia will not make objection to the read- 
ing of the report. He would understand it in one 
minute. I would not press the matter, but that 


I cannot be here when the bill would come up in | 


its regular order. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
not consider that that is any good reason for the 
liouse to go now into the merits of the bill. 
Mr. HENDRICKS, If the gentleman from 
Virginia will allow the report to be read, | know 


I hope the gentleman | 


I understand that; but I do | 


that he, or any other member, will make no objec- 


tion to the passage of the bill. 
Mr. ORR. 
he was not going to put any bill upon its pas- 
sage, 
Mr. LETCHER. I move the report be referred 


I understood the gentleman to say | 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, and printed. 


‘The question was put, and the motion was | 


agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS, from the same committee, 
also made adverse reports in the following cases; 
which were ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed: 

On the petition of E. P. Hastings, for compen- 
sation as pension agent at Detroit from 1836 to 
1846; 

Petition of James*M. French, of the city and 
State of New York, for an invalid pension on ac- 
count of disabilities received in the last war with 
Great Britain; 


Petition of Levi Colmus, praying that a pension | 


may be allowed him from 1814 to 1844, when he 
was placed on the pension roll; 

Petition of Hiram Cook and others, heirs of 
Archibald Cook, asking for a pension; 

Petition of John Owens, praying for a pension; 

Petition of Oliver Main, of New York, asking 
for a pension for military services in the war of 
1812; 

Petition of Constance A. Palmer, for a pen- 
B10n; 

Petition of Benjamin F. Wesley, a disabled 
soldier of the war of 1812, asking for a pension 
from February 3, 1814, to the 16th November, 
1843, when his pension commenced; 


Petition of Daniel Ladd, an invalid of the war 


of 1812, praying for a pension; 


Petition of Elijah Frye, of Maine, asking a | 


pension for injuries received in the war of 1812; 
Petition of Morris G. Holmes, for the same 
relief; and 
Petition of Robert H. Stevens, for a pension 
for services in the United States Army in 1840. 


EXPENSES OF ROGUE RIVER INDIAN WAR. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to offer a resolution of in- | 


quiry only. 
The resolution was read for information, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit to this House such estimates for muster rolls and 
vouchers appertaining to the expenses incurred in the late 


war with the Rogue River Indians, as may be in his pos- | 


session, with such recommendation as he may deem right 
and proper. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I do not de- 
sire to object to the gentleman’s resolution, but 1 
desire to say to the Delegate from Oregon, that it 
will do no good to pass the resolution. Calls 


were made upon the Secretary of War for inform- | 


ation two months ago, and, as yet, no information 
has been given. He has paid no attention to the 
calls. 

Mr. LANE. I would say to the gentleman 
that | know the Secretary of War well enough to 
know that he will act promptly, if the resolution 
is passed; and I hope it will not be objected to. 

ir. WASHBURNE. Ido not object to its 
introduction. 

There being no objection, the resolution was in- 
troduced and passed. 


REV. JAMES COOK RICHARDSON, 

Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained unanimous 
consent to introduce the following resolution; 
which was read, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States fur- 





nish to this House copies of all the correspondence which | 


has passed between the United States Chargé d’Affaires at | 
Vienna, Austria, and the State Department, in regard to the | 


case of the Rev. James Cook Richardson ; also, all the cor- 
respondence which has passed between the same in regard 
* 


| 


the United Staies Consul appointed for Trieste. 

Mr. COBB. 
of business. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the call of committees for reports, commencing 
with the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

REPORTS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
POST OFFICE AND POST ROADS. 

Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed: 

A bill to provide for the appointment of a Fourth 
Assistant Postmaster General, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Also, reported back without amendment, Senate 
bill (No. 247) ** for the relief of Zadoc C. Ingra- 
ham,’’ with a recommendation that it do pass; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. OLDS. ‘The committee havealso directed 
me to report the following joint resolution, to 
which I ask the attention of the House, as | pro- 
pose to move to put it upon its passage. 

‘The resolution was read by its title, as follows: 

Joint resolution explanatory of the second sec- 
tion of the resolution to establish certain post 
routes, approved July 12, 1852. 

The resolution was then read in extenso. 

Mr. OLDS. If the House will listen to me for 
one minute, I think | can satisfy them of the 
necessity there is for the passage of this resolu- 
tion. Itis a matter of very small importance, so 
far as the amount is concerned, involving perhaps 
not more than one hundred dollars. The last 
Congress passed a resolution providing for paying 
for the services rendered upon the mail route re- 


I now call for the regular onder 


r= 
| to the rejection of the exequator upon the commission of 
| 
' 
| 


| cited in the resolution; but by the reading of the 


resolution the Postmaster General construed it as 
authorizing the payment of the service only up to 
the time of the passage of the resolution. But 
the service was rendered during the time of the 
advertising, which took place in consequence of 


pm? 


its becoming a post route, up to the time of the | 
regular letting under the law; and the object of 


this bill is to provide for the payment for that ser- 
vice. This resolution provides for the payment 


| from the time of the passage of the resolution to 
| which I have alluded up to the time of the regular | 
| letting of route. With this explanation I leave the | 
| resolution to the House, trusting that it will be 
| passed. 


The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed 


, and read third atime; and having been engrossed, 


was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


Mr. OLDS. I suppose, in accordance with the 
usual custom, I must make the motion that the 
vote by which the resolution passed be reconsid- 


| ered, and that the motion to reconsider be laid 
| upon the table. 


The question was taken; and the latter motion 
agreed to. 


Mr. GREY, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following bills; 
which were read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to the Committee of the Whole 


| House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 


and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the benefit of J. C. Buckles, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky; and 

A bill for the benefit of McAttee & Eastham. 


Mr. McDOUGALL, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported the follow- 
ing bill; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


and ordered to be printed: 

A bill for the relief of James S. Graham and 
Walker H. Finnall. 

TRANSPORTATION OF CALIFORNIA MAIL. 

Mr. McDOUGALL also reported the following 
bill: which was read a first and second time by 
its title: 

A bill to empower the Postmaster General to 
contract for the transportation of the United States 


mail from New Orleans to San Francisco accord- | 


ing to time. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. I desire to ask, if it 
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_ of its provisions. 


| of the United States of America in Congress « 


, with such person or persons who shall first 


| country, State, or Territory; and also, a stipulation or 


; ance or aid of the undertaking, or for the use and benefit 


, act, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to accept 








| Francisco to New Orleans, twice a month each way, with 


j | General i i ke any ad- 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, || General is not authorized or empowered to ma J 
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be the pleasure of the House, to put that bill een 


its passage. I ask that it may be read through 
after which I propose to make some explanaiio, 


on 


The original bill was then read, as follows: 
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of 


Representative, 
138 od 
That from and after the passage of this act, it shall be a 
duty of the Postmaster General to negotiate and cone), 
a contract or agreement for the transportation of the 
and paper mail of the United States from New Orleans 
Louisiana, to San Francisco, in California, and fro San 
Francisco to New Orleans, twice a month, e a 


Clude 
letter 


ach way, 
/ unt accept the pro. 
posals herein provided, and give satisfactory security f 

the performance of the service, and shall allow and pay the 
transportation of said mail in monthly payments, at yy, 
rate according to time, as per schedule hereto attached a, 


; di 
made a part of this act. ” 


BW SS GOR sccc'sisives ocesee £100,000 
In 24 days..... possWe cbetecdakewresee 100,000 
fs SS GROG. cis civavneaawcess 200,100 
DM DR GOR s ccdinnnxcudderhiy ehseus ake 300 000 
DE: BEOR 6 i v6 cua ines sah 350 WUD 
ok FS eer Kéiwneee paved ce 455.000 
BO EO GPO s S65 ccdscencegas 0ch ane bea 500.000 
RO TE GRC. cv cccaces 6 veweed SéebeC Ge0a% 600,009 
Oh 07 Gare cvdic dec bs Sido Goddess 720,00 
ie. 2G G08. t0sseawnenss on te ae aeeae 850,000 
In 15 days..... reer cocccccccsccces 1,000,000 
WO EE WOO i coc encacvtcesecebuaatte » 1,250,000 
Ben 83 GbPSii is cieceeeis ecoccscccceses 1,500,000 
Fai 32 Mays coc. cccvidntavcidosdvessaes) 17000 
In LL Gaytsccccscccecesc taMiiceoncaw LOO 
In 10 dayt..cccecccces oden CenGevaehas 2,500,000 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the Postmastoy 
General shall require from the parties so contracting proper 
evidence of his or their right and authority to transport the 
mails of the United States through and across any foreign 


agreement to prepare for, and actually commence the ser. 
vice under the contraet hereby directed, on or before the 
expiration of six months atter this act shall become a law, 

Sec. 3. And be it further enucted, That the Postmaster 
General is not authorized or empowered to make any ad- 
vance of the funds or credit of the Government in further. 


of the parties so contracting. 
Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That the parties so 
eontracting shall in no event receive from Government iu- 
creased compensation, 
Sec. 5, And be it further enacted, That the contract 
hereby directed shall be for the term of ten years. 


The substitute proposed by the committee for 
the above bill, was read as follows: 
Be it enacted, §c., That from and after the passage of this 


a contract or agreement for the transportation of the letter 
and paper mail of the United States from New Orleans, in 
Louisiana, to San Francisco, in California, and from San 


such person Or persons who will agree to perform the ser- 
vice, between the points designated, in the shortest time, 
and shall first acceptthe proposal herein provided, and give 
satisfactory security for the performance of the service. 
The Postmaster General is hereby authorized and directed 
to allow and pay for the transportation of said mail, in 
monthly payments—the rate according to time—as per 
schedule hereto attached and made part of this act. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General shall require trom the parties so contracting, proper 
evidence of his or their right and authority to transport the 
mails of the United States through and across any foreign 
country, State, or Territory; and also a stipulation or 
agreement to prepare for and actually commence the ser- 
vice under the contract hereby directed, on or before the 
expiration of six months after this act shall become a law. 
oe ee ee errr 
Ei BE GAB cc ous capctewecesae b.0nsseens 10,000 
Far OS GaGa dove Tein c decckedeveve 20,000 
Tin BD GAYS. wccsscccccsccocecescesscces 30,0000 
Din 21 GaYR.. ccc ccccccescccccccccseses 40) ,000 
Ten BO GAY o ic occe vee0es cceens tes 50,000 
In 19 days..... 100,000 
In JOGA. ioc cdccicces 250,000 
Fin 17. G0G0 i i 0h. écdn dds de stesdescsics ORO 
In 16 GAYS...00 cccccccececcvccccseccece 350,000 
Inl5 days......-- 1,000,000 
Sih PRN cc Ci wacs-osdetae seca cs gh tens Ea 
Rep S DOG isis ek ie 00 HK Vedea vee chéees ROO 
Wee BB a os viviccsccce debi besssecses SOR 
Be DE Gah cies: oc cvancocspe'te ster scastapenees 
Te 10 GRYS .....scccecs ccesccwccces 1,600,000 
Provided, That the Postmaster General shall so arrange 
the departure of the mails herein provided for, in connection 
with the line already established, so as to secure a weekly 
mail communication between the points designated. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


eee eeee 


eee eee eee eee eee ee 


vance of the funds or eredit of the Government in further- 
ance or aid of the undertaking, or for the use and benefit of 
the parties so contracting. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the parties °° 
contracting shall in no event receive from Government 
creased compensation. 

Sec. 5. dnd be it further enacted, That the contract 
hereby directed shall be for the term of ten years. / 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if at any "me 
during the existence of this contract, any other individuals 
or company shail establish a more speedy convey ance 
the mails between New Orleans and San Francisco, - 
shall give proof to the Postmaster General that said con¥' yr 
ance has been in successful operation for three consecett 
months, then and in that case it shall be the duty of ae 
Postmaster General to transfer this contract to said indi 
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rcoupany, Whereupon the former company or indi- 





er ial shall not be deemed to have any claim for damage, 
: otherwise, against the Government. 
Mir. CHURCHWELL. I desire in a few 
ef remarks to explain the provisions of the bill 
which is now before the House. The public in- 
\ 


terests see to require that we should have addi- 
sonal mail facilities between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific States. We have now already a mail be- 
ween those States by way of Panama. Under 
the present contract, the average length of the 
trios is twenty-five days, at an expense of near 
«2,000 per year. I have thought that the ex- 
ense is too great and the time too long. And I 
might as well answer here as at any other point, 
the objection that is sometimes urged when we 
speak of the value of short trips. I am told that 
two or three days in a trip make but little differ- 
ence. When this bill was first sent to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, it was 
referred by them to the Postmaster General, and 
| have his letter—and it is but respectful to him 
that 1 should allude to it—in which he says that 
a few days in each trip are of little consequence. 
The letter is as follows: 
Post Orrice DeraRTMENY, March 20, 1854. 

Sie: Your note of the 9th instant, inclosing and asking 

my views upon the bill herewith returned, came duly to 


4 


and 
in answer, ( have to inform you that I have carefully 
cousidered the plan of mail service proposed in this bill, 


and. in every point of view in which it has presented itself 


we, its adoption appears to me to be inexpedient. 

lhe difference of a few days in the performance of atrip 
is of consequence comparatively only to a limited portion 
af the whole peaple; and even looking exclusively to the 
transportation of the mails, an increased expedition of a 
few days on a given trip can be of essential linportance, at 

e wlimost, to not more probably than one quarter of those 
engaged in correspondence. 

itis proper further to observe, that the present cost of the 
from New York and New Orleans to California and 
» (about £738,000 a year) is considered to be much 
bevond what the income from the lines will justify, espe- 
cially in view of the circumstance that in many parts of the 
United States whole neighborhoods and districts, for miles 
in extent, are almost wholly without mail accommodations, 
while other neighborhoods and districts, in every State of 
the Union, are butilly provided with mail facilities, owing 
to the want of the necessary means to pay for the service. 
Yet this bill provides that, in the event of the trips being 
performed within a given Ume, the annual pay for semi- 
monthly service, simply between New Orleans and San 
Francisco, shall be $2,500,000. 

| will aad, that we have a standing offer to take the mails 
semi monthly each way, both from New York and New 
Orleans to San Francisco, via Nicaragua, at not exceeding 
$300,000 a year. Therefore we may have a weekty mail 
ou both these lines, say on the &th, 15th, 241, and 29th of 
each month, for $600,000 at most; whereas, under the plan 
proposed by this bill, a semi monthly mail only between 
New Orleans and San Francisco, if run in ten days, leav- 
ing each port, say,on the Ist and 15th, and arriving at each 
ou the LUth and 24th of the month, will cost, as above re- 
marked, 32,500,000, or $5,000,000 for weekly service. 

Without stating more at length the objections to which, it 
seems fo me, this bill is liable, T certainly can never favor 
any plan by which, under any cireumstanceés likely to hap- 
pen, such enormous sums may be drawn from the public 
freasury for mail steamship transportation. 

I am, very respecttully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES CAMPBELL. 

Hon. E. B. Onps, Chairman of Committee on the Post 

Office and Post Roads, House of Representatives. 


And here I wish to eall the attention of the 
House to the value of time. Suppose that in ad- 
dition to the present route, you pass this bill and 
establish another line of steamers between the 
pots mentioned, that will make the trip in ten 
cays less time than it is now made, under the 
Fresent contract and by the present route; and 
suppose that [ save you $2,000,000 a year by this 
arrangement. How, | am asked, is this to be 
cone? What is the amount of money that we re- 
ceive annually from California? During the past 
year we received $86,000,000, and may we not pre- 
sume that during the next year we shall receive 
$00,000,000? But to make myself clearly un- 
derstood, { will put the amount annually received 
at $09,000,000. Under. the present arrangement, 
that $50,000,000 is detained ten days longer than 
is hecessary on the present mail route. Suppose 
you can shorten the trip ten days, what will be 
the gain? ‘The gain will be to the business com- 
munity—I may say to the tax-paying commu- 
nity, for it falls upon them at last—what the in- 
jar 's upon the whole amount of the moneys 
7 veyed upon that line“ What is the interest on 
He $90,000,000 per annum, the amount assumed 
. be received annually from the Pacific, at six 
per cent, per annum? it is $3.000,000. Upon that 
on the interest per day would be within a frac- 
‘on of $8,220; and for ten days, the shortest time 
Proposed by the schedule, of $82,220. And yet! 


eervice 


Oregon 








am told that time is not valuable! Sir, it is every- 


thing. 

Let us follow this mattera little further. Sup- 
pose I save each trip ten days, and that | have 
two vessels making two trips a month, and each 
one saving ten days—that is twenty days a month, 
or two hundred and forty days a year, is it not 
then clearly demonstrated what it will save to the 
people of the United States? I do not say to the 
Government but to the people of the United States, 
which is the same thing, over $2,000,000 a year, 
equal to the deficit in the entire mail revenue of the 
country. Butl am told that we should not ex- 
tend the facilities of the Post Office Department, 
because the revenue now received is not sufficient 
to defray the expenses of that Department. ‘That 
is the main principle | now propose to argue and 
amend. The revenue is not sufficient, and why? 
Because it has fallen behind the times—behind the 
progress of the age—in the mode of transportation. 
The express lines of the country take away all the 
regular and important business from the regular 
lines. Each trip to California, by the way of Pan- 
ama, averages thirty thousand letters. How much 
mail matter goes by the express lines and merchant 
marine? Isitnot fair to presume, that an amount 
equal to one third of that amount goes by private 
express, at an exorbitant price in the way of post- 
age. 

1 propose to remedy thatevil. We need not be 
told—the country need not be told—that the cheap 
postage system affects the revenue of the Post Of- 
fice Department. It is not so in point of fact. 
Place that Department upon a proper footing, upon 
an equality with individual enterprise; reduce your 
postages still lower, and the amount of revenue 
would be increased, and amply sufficient to defray 
the expenses of that Department. But you have 
allowed it to fallbehind the times. Itis in asink- 
ing, dilapidated condition—becoming a mere fun- 
gus uponthe Federal Treasury. You will have to 
abandon the system entirely, or pay its whole ex- 
penses out of the public Treasury. I propose to 
remedy this evil. f propose to give that Depart- 
ment the advantage of all the improvements and 
advantages held out by individual enterprise, and 
to place it in acondition where it can compete with 
any individual enterprise that may be projected in 
the way of express lines between the United States 
and California; not to create a monopoly, but to 
enable it to compete successfully. 

What is the nature of the bill now before the 
House? Dol propose any expenditure of money? 
Not at all. 1 have the proposition here which 
has been made, establishing the line from New 
Orleans to San Francisco. I propose, if any indi- 
vidual or company can be found who will under- 
take to do it according to the schedule, that they 
shall have the contract; but in the event of a failure, 
they shall get no pay, under any circumstances. 
If they are successful, they get the contract to 
carry the mail until some une else starts a line and 
conveys it in shorter time for three consecutive 
months, and gives proof of the same to the Post- 
master General, then the contract goes to the party 
so carrying it,and so on. So thething ts open to 
competition, and will establish a system which 
will break up the monopolies that have heretofore 
existed in this Department of the Government. 

What are the facts in regard to the present sys- 
tem? According to the present rates, for twenty- 
five days we pay about $850,000. What is 
proposed by this bill? We propose to pay for 
sixteen day—ten days shorter time—according to 
this schedule, $850,000. 

I ask the question, is it not important, consid- 
ering the condition of the country and our rela- 
tions, foreign and domestic, that we have rapid 
and speedy communication with our Pacific.fron- 
tier? 1 ask if it is not important to every interest 
of the Government that this should be done? In 
view of this fact—in view of the great need of 
having an additional oceanic or overland route, 
which shall give us rapid and speedy communica- 
tion between the Atlantic States and our Pacific 
possessions—I have drawn up and presented to 
the House this bill, not however without having 
consulted with some of the best men in the country 
in regard to this matter. [tis not presumed that 
we shall soon have a trip made from New Orleans 
to San Francisco in ten days, nor from any part 
of the United States, until the Pacific railroad is 
established. I am so certain that this road will be 


built that I have made a provision for that event. 
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cokaeeslial 


Mr. GREY. Will not the gentleman from 
Tennessee yield the floor to allow me to make a 
motion that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole? The bill will come up to- 
morrow, wher he can finish his remarks. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I will yield the floor 
for that purpose. 

Mr. GREY. With that understanding I then 
move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Greyv’s 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative. 


CIVIL 





AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Ore in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose, they had under consideration House bill No. 
48, being a bill making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, upon 
which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
CHANDLER] 1s entitled to the floor. 

NEBRASKA AND KANSAS, 

Mr. CHANDLER, after a few preliminary re- 
marks, proceeded to address the committee in 
opposition to the bill proposing to organize terri- 
torial governments for Nebraska and Kansas. He 
was not afraid to trust to the righteousness of his 
cause. He welcomed all who assisted him with 
their speech or vote. He thought proper to 
say the opponents of this bill are absolved from 
all necessity of discussing the subject of slavery 
in connection with its provisions, Negro-mania 
or negro-phobia, or certain sentiments or degrees 
of sentiments, have necessarily nothing to do with 
the issue on this measure. [ 
contract, honor, and faith of the white man with 
the white man. Whatever the benefits or injuries 
conferred or inflicted on negroes, Congress never 
made a contract with them, nor made any com- 
promise to which the negroes were directly a 
party. ‘The question was, shall the compromise 
of 1820 be maintained or violated? The same 
spirit which prompted the compromise of 1820 
and 1850 was yet in existence, and the same 
motives will give that spiritconstant action. ‘The 
compromises of the Constitution remain. It was 
difficult to get at them. They were not to be 
reached simply by a legislative enactment. 

The act of 1820 was and is a compromise. 
With a full knowledge of what was said and done 
during the Congressof 1850, he remarked, in what- 
ever was uttered or committed at that time, there 
was nothing to create the suspicion that the five 
acts, known as the compromise of that session, 
intended to set aside or repeal the Missouri com- 
promise. 

Mr. BAYLY said he meant to take issue with 
the gentleman on that point. 

Mr. CHANDLER, resumed. Had it been sup- 
posed on the part of those who yielded to the com- 
promise that the five measures repealed the Mis- 
sourl compromise, those bills would have been 
voted on the table, or, what is the same thing, 
put on the Calendar, where they would have been 
forgotten. 

The principle of the compromise of 1820 re- 
mains in force, and there could be no positive 
enactment repealing its binding force without an 
outrage on public sentiment and the confidence 
reposed in congressional faith. 

Nebraska shows no signs of life. The bill was 
only preparatory. Theassertion of the doctrine 
that the people in the Territories have the right 
to regulate their own affairs was in direct opposi- 
tion to the previsions of the bill, which he pro- 
ceeded to show. He combatted this principle, 
saying young America, like young Israel, scouted 
the results of age and experience, exclaiming, in 
the language of Scripture, “*go up, old baldhead, 
go.”’ [Laughter.] 

He further piirsued his argument, showing, in 
the course of his remarks, the deplorable effects 
which the bill would have on the Indians residing 
in the Territory over which it was now proposed 
to spread territorial government; and, in conclu- 
sion, called on the opponents of the bill to stand 
fas: to national faith and honor, and not be de- 
terred from a conscientious course of duty by the 
sneers of those who differ from them in opinion. 

| If they should full, there will be inscribed on their 
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tomb the Spartan epitaph: ‘** We lie here in obe- | 
dience to the commands of our country.”’ 

{This speech will be found in the Appendix. } 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, said that there 
were two Nebraska bills upon the Calendar, either 
of which he was willing to support. The bill, 
however, which he should principally diseuss, 
was the one of the Senate, which he preferred; 
but, laying aside all technicalities in relation to the 
difference between the two measures, in effect, in 
principle, and in operation upon the Territories, 
as a southern man, he was willing to support 
either of them—whichever it should be the pleas- 
ure of the House to consider and adopt. 

Prior to the passage of the compromise of 1850, 
we were at sea upon the subject of slavery, with- 
outcompass ora friendly star to direct our course. 
By the passage of those measures, a principle was 
established, which, if adhered to, could be rallied 
around, inall time to come, by the friends of State 
rights and the perpetuity of the Union. That 
pronciple was congressional non-interference in 
the domestic affairs of the States and Territories. 
It was because of the incorporation of this prin- 
ciple of self-government in this bill that he gave 
it his cordial support; and he was free to declare, 
that he wished to see it recognized and etablished 
by the Government, to be referved to inall future 
time, when sectional dificulues might arise in 
the legislation of the country. 

Having referred to the objections urged against 
the bill, he contended that it does not propose to 
repeal the Missouri compromise of 1821, but that 
it does repeal the Missouri restriction of 1820; that 
the eighth section of the act of March 6, 1820, 
was no compromise, because it wanted the es- 
sential element of mutual concession; that the 
Missouriact of 1820 was unconstitutional and void; 

nd that,in order to bolster it up, ithad been con- 
ounded with the Missouri compromise of 1821, 
or the purpose of attaching to itthe name and in- 
fluence of Henry Clay. 

He then adverted to the arguments against the 
Jadger proviso, and declared that the true mean- 
ingand the whole effect of this clause was to pro- | 
hibit the revival of any law which existed in the 
Territory prior to 1820, the force and effect of 
which was destroyed by the Missouri restriction. 

This proviso could have no effect whatever. 

He then. replied to portions of the speech of Mr. 
FRANKLIN, heretofore delivered, and proceeded to 
argue at length that the institution of slavery was 
protected by the Constitution of the United States 
and the laws of the country. 

[This speech will be found in the Appendix.] 


Mr. NICHOLS said that he would not vote for 
this Nebraska bill, nor any other which contains 
a proviso to repeal the Missouri compromise, or 
which contains the Clayton amendment. He then 
proceeded to give historical details connected with | 
the question, in support of his opposition to the 
measure, and continued his remarks until the ex- 
piration of the hour to which he was limited in 
debate. [See Appendix for speech. 

{A message was received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq. its Secre- 
tary, informing the House that the Senate had | 
passed sundry private bills, in which it asked the 
concurrence of the House. } 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Will the gentleman yield 
the floor for a motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, at some length 
opposed the repeal of the Missouri compromise, | 
and replied to arguments which had been ad- 
vanced in support of the Nebraska bill, declaring 
that he should never vote to extend the area of | 
slavery. [See Appendix for speech.] 

Mr. PRESTON obtained the floor. 

Mr. DEAN. Will the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky yield the floor to enable me to make a mo- 
tion for the committee to rise ? 


Mr. PRESTON. With pleasure. 


Mr. DEAN. Then | move thatthe committee || 


do now rise. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and Mr. Ha- | 
ven having resumed the thele as Speaker pro 
tempore, the Chairman reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had had 
under consideration the Union generally, and par- | 
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ticularly the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. DEAN. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House thereupon, at a quarter past four 


o’clock, p. m., adjourned to to morrow at twelve | 


9.) L 
O CIOCK, in. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, -Ipril 6, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Miveurn. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House ot | 


Lepresentatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed a bill to au- 
thorize the selection of sixteenth sections witht: 
the limits of the twelve miles square reservation in 


the State of Alabama; in which the concurrence of 


the Senate was requested. 


Also, that the Speaker had signed the following 


enrolled bill and joint resolution: 
An act for the benefit of the citizens and occu- 


pants of the town of Council Bluffs, in lowa; and | 
A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of | 
the ‘Treasury to pay the expenses of codifying | 


and revising the revenue laws. 


The President pro tempore then signed the bill | 


and joint resoluuon. 

A subsequent message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. McKean, 
Chief Clerk, announcing that the House had 
passed a joint resolution, explanatory of the sec- 


ond section of a resolution **to establish certain } 


post routes,” approved July 12, 1852. 


Also, that the Speaker of the House had signed | 


an enrolled bill to authorize the construction otf 
six first-class steam frigates, and for other pur- 


10O8eR, 


The President signed the last-named bill. 


MARTIN KOSZTA. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the Unitea 
States, transmitting, In compliance with the reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 14th ultimo, a report of 
the Secretary of State, accompanied by copies of 
the correspondence between the American Consul 
at Smyrna, and the American Jegation at Constan- 
tinople, and also between the said consul and the 
United States Government, on the subject of the 
seizure of Martin Koszta by the Austrian author- 


ities; which on motion by Mr. Mason, was or- | 


dered to lie on the table and be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. EVERETT presented resolutions passed | 


ata meeting of citizens of Dedham, Massachusetts 
protesting against the repeal of the Missouri com- 
promise, and the introduction of slavery into ter- 
ritory now free; which were ordered to lie on the 
tuble. 

Also, a petition of citizene of Gettysburg, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that measures may be taken to 
secure religious liberty to American citizens re- 
siding or traveling in foreign countries; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the proceedings of, 
and resolutions passed at, a special meeting of the 
Agricultural Society, of New Castle, Delaware, 
protesting against the passage of the homestead 
bill; which were ordered to lie on the table, anil 
a motion made by him to print them was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. MORTON presented additional documents 
in support of the claim of John W. Kelly for in- 
demnity for losses sustained by the abrogation ot 
a contract with the Post Office Department; which 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of George 
B. Clark, praying that a certain amount of Conti- 
nental money owned by him may be redeemed vy 
the United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a resolution passed at 
a meeting of the members of the Board of Trade ot 
Chicago, held March 11, 1854, in favor of a ship 
canal upon the American side around the Niagara 
Falls; which was referred to the Committee on 


, Commerce. 


A . 
ss 
| PAPER WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
| On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


{| Ordered, Tinat the memorial of Michael Nash be With 
|| drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Cop 
|| mittee on Claims. - 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEpeg, 


| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the Commir. 
| tee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to eg; 


; 
| 
|| lish a western arsenal at Memphis, in the Stat 
| 


al. 


Tennessee, and for oth ee 
| Tennessee, and for other purposes; which was 


| read, and passed to a second reading. 
HARRIET LEAVENWORTH, 


Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, on last private }j)) 
|| day Lasked for the consideration of the bill from 
|| the Hlouse of Representatives ‘for the relief ,; 
Harriet Leavenworth, widow of the late Breve 
|| Brigadier General Leavenworth;”’ but, at the re. 
| quest of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hunteg.} 

{ yrelded in order that the deficiency bill might be 
considered. [ask the consent of the Senate now 
to take up the bill to which I refer. 

Mr. MASON. If any discussion arises on thy: 

bill IT shall be obliged to ask that it lie over. 
| Mr. FOOT. If any debate arises, I shall con. 
sent that it be laid aside. | have only to say tha 
this is a House bill, and that it has received the 
unanimous approval of the Committee on Pen. 
sions of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole, 

It proposes to direct the Sgcretary of the Interior 
|| to place the name of Harriet Leavenworth upon 
the pension rolls, and cause her to be paid the sum 
of thirty dollars per month, for the term of five 
years, commencing February 1, 1853. 

Henry Leavenworth forsook a lucrative prac. 
tice at the bar, in New York, and entered the 
United States Army as captain of the ninth in- 
fantry, during the war of 1812. He was po- 
moted major August 15, 1813; breveted lieutenant 
}| colonel July 5, 1814, for distinguished and meri- 

torious services in the battle of Chippewa; 
breveted colonel July 25, 1814, for gallant conduct 
in the battle of Niagara, in which he was 
wounded; retained as major in the second infan- 
try, peace establishment of 1815; promoted |ieu- 
tenant colonel in the fifth infantry, February 
10, 1818; breveted brigadier general July 2, 
1824, for ten years’ service in one grade; pro- 
moted colonel in the third infantry, December 6, 

1825; and died at Cross Timbers, Southwestern 
| Territory, July 21, 1834, while commanding the 
|| troops in that quarter. During this long contin- 
uance in the Army, he performed numerous and 
highly important services to his country—having 
established military posts in the Indian country, 
|| and at one time commanded a military expedition 
against the Aricara Indians. He stood high in 

the estimation of the Secretary of War, for pru- 
| dence, courage, and civic as well as military attain- 
| ments. He came to his death from DBilious remit- 
| tent fever, contracted while in the line of his duty 
| as commander of an expedition against the Paw- 
nee Picts, but his death was hastened by anxiety 
| of mind, and a too arduous desire to advance the 
objects of his country intrusted to his command. 
| Harriet Leavenworth, his widow, is advanced in 
age, in infirm health, and has pecuniary claims 
pressing upon her, which she is unable to meet. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, was read 
| a third time, and passed. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 
| The bill from the House of Representatives ( 
| authorize the selection of school districts in hiew 
_of the sixteenth sections within the twelve mies 
_ square reservation, State of Alabama, was read # 
| first and second time by its title, and referred 
| the Committee on Public Lands. 
| The joint resolution explanatory of the second 
section of a resolution ‘*to establish certain post 
| routes,” approved July 12, 1852, was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


MILWAUKIE COLLECTION DISTRICT. 

|_ Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, 
I move that the Senate take up for consideration 
the bill ** to extend the limits of the collection dis 
| trict of Milwaukie, in the State of Wiscons!", 
'and for other purposes.” It has been unanr 
| mously reported from the Committee on Com: 
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hartment showing its approval of the measure. 

* The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
. eecond time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole It proposes to extend the limits of 
hen collection district of Milwaukie 80 as to in- 
«jude the western shore of Lake Michigan, so far 
a it forms the boundary of Wisconsin, and all 
the waters of Green Bay, and to include all that 


portion of Wisconsin lying east of the Wisconsin | 


river, above the town of De Korra, and all east of 
a line running south from De Korra to the State 
line. Milwaukie is to remain the port of entry, 
and Green Bay is to be a port of delivery in the 
district of Milwaukie, in the same manner as it is 
now in the district of Mackinaw; and Ozaukee 
and Manitowoc are to be ports of delivery in the 
district of Milwaukie, for which places surveyors 
are to be appointed, to receive the same compen- 
sation as is provided in the act of March 2, 1831, 
for surveyors at Pittsburg, Wheeling, and other 
places. : . 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
emendment, ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time, was read a third time, and passed. 


JOSEPH SMITH. 


Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate take 
up for consideration the bill for the relief of Joseph 
Smith. It is a matter which will not involve any 
discussion. It is to remedy a difficulty in the 
case of a land warrant. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize Joseph Smith to locate 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, on any of 
the public lands of the United States subject to 
private entry, in lieu of a location made by him 
which is specified in the bill, in the Kalamazoo 
land district, in Michigan, as assignee of military 
land warrant No. 55,099, and which location was 
canceled by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office; and further to direct the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, upon the receipt 
of the certificate of location from the register of 
the proper land office, to issue a patent to him, for 
the lands so located. 

On the 28th of April, 1849, a bounty land war- 
rant was issued to William Hill, a private in Cap- 
tain Wittenmeyer’s company, in the first regi- 
ment of Michigan volunteers, in the war with 
Mexico. Prior to the issuing of the warrant on 
the 2d day of August, 1848, Hill departed this 
life, leaving no wife or children, or relatives, as 
appears from the certificate of the judge of the 
probate court for Cass county, Michigan; at the 
time of his decease he was indebted for expenses 
incurred during his last sickness in the sum of 
about $120, and left no personal property for its 
payment. On the Sth of October, 1848, one 
Charles S. Clowes was duly appointed adminis- 
trator of the estate, and he,on the 15th of De- 
cember, 1849, as administrator, and under the 
order of the probate judge, sold and assigned the 
warrant to Joseph Smith, and applied the money 
thus realized to the liquidation of the indebtedness 
of Hill, and expenses of administration; the war- 
rant was located by Smith upon the west half of 
the southwest quarter of section twenty-five, and 
the east half of the southeast quarter of section 
twenty-six, in township seven south, of range fif- 


teen west, in the Kalamazoo land district, Michi- || 


gan, which location was canceled by order of the 
Coinmissioner of the General Land Office, in May, 
1851, on the ground that the warrant issued after 
the death of Hill; this decision was undoubtedly 
correct under thelaw. But inconsideration of the 


fact that Hill was justly and legally entitled to | 


the warrant, and left no relatives to whom a war- 
rant could issue, and as Smith was an innocent 
purchaser for a valuable consideration, ard the 
aot ee realized applied to the payment of a 
sacred indebtedness, it was thought that equit 
would demand the relief prayed for by the peti- 
loner, as no injustice would be done thereby to 
the United States. 


No amendment being proposed, the bill was 


vce, and there is on file a letter from the De- | 


’ 





and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened; and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, -dpril 6, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wicuiam H. Mirsuan. 


The Journal! of yesterday was read and approved. 
THE BLACK WARRIOR AFFAIR. 
The SPEAKER presented to the House a mes- 


sage in writing received from the President of the 
United States, transmitting, in further compliance 
with the resolution of the House, areport from the 
Secretary of State, with the accompanying docu- 
ments. 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the report of 
the Secretary of State, 

Mr. DEAN. Mr. Speaker, as these papers 
relate to the seizure of the Black Warrior, at Ha- 
vana, called for by a resolution of this House, and 
as the former papers received on the same subject 


Prayer 


| have been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs, and ordered to be printed, | move the 


same reference and order in relation to the papers 
now before us. 
It was so ordered. 


STEAM FRIGATES. 

The following bill was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills as correctly enrolled, anc 
received the signature of the Speaker: 

An act to authorize the construction of six 
first-class steam frigates, and for other purposes. 


TRANSPORTATION OF CALIFORNIA MAIL. 

The SPEAKER. The matter first in order 
before the House is the bi!l reported yesterday by 
the Committee on the Post Office aad Post Roads, 
being ** A bill to empower the Postmaster General 
to contract for the transportation of the United 
States mail from New Orleans to San Francisco 
according to time.’’ 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Will it be necessary 
for me, Mr. Speaker, to ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up that bill which was 
befure us yesterday ? 

The SPEAKER. There being no motion to 
commit the bill, under the rules it goes to the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Then I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take up that bill. 

General assent was expressed by the House. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Mr. Speaker, when 
I gave way yesterday to my friend from Kentucky, 
{Mr. Grey,] for the purpose of enabling the 
House to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, | was going on to speak 
of the advantages which the establishment of the 
principle contained in this bill would bring to the 
Government, and the great revolution which it 
would work on our mail arrangements—in the 
mail sysiem of the Government. Under its pres- 
ent operation that system is inadequate to sup- 


| ply the wants of the business community; and 


the consequence is, that a deficit arises in the 
mail revenue. The object of this Department of 
the Government is to make it a self-sustaining 
Department. Gentlemen here talk about economy, 


| and we have economists in this House, and good | 


' the honorable gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. | 


| us, Mr. Speaker, rather place that Department in 


reported to the Senate without amendment, was | 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and | 


was read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


| 
} ‘ 
i 
' 


onestoo. Buttherearedifferent notions of economy. 
We had a proposition submitted the other day by | 


Hovston,] proposing to increase the mail postage 
of the country to five cents instead of three cents. | 
For what, sir? In order that the mail revenue of 
the. country may be sufficient to defray the ex- | 
penses of that Department of the Government, 

I ask is this necessary? Is this the proper mode 
to redress or to eradicate that evil? ltis not. Let 


a condition that will enable it to compete success- 
fully with individual enterprise, and that it may be 
able to command the patronage of the business 
public alike with individual enterprise. 

Sir, I propose. by this billno monopoly. I pro- | 
pos merely to place the Government, or that | 

ranch of the Government, on an equality with | 
individual enterprises in the way of express lines. | 
If this is once done, you will have no more talk of 
deficiencies in the revenue of the Post Office De- | 
partment, but the consequence will be an ample | 
revenue. And afterwards, if no one else should | 


GLOBE. 








make the motion, and if I should have the honor 
of a seat here, | will propose to reduce the postage 
to one half its present rates. 

But | am told on some occasions that we had 
better adopt the contract system, and let out the 
ocean mail carriage by contract. What is this 
proposition, sir? It is to carry the mails accord- 
ing totime. The longer the ume the less the pay; 
the less the time the greater the pay, up to a given 
reasonable amount. What will be the result if 
this system is adopted, and this bill shall pass? 
Why, when the mail contracts are to be let, when 
proposals are issued by the Postmaster General, 
in future, he will advertise that proposals will be 
received for carrying the mails from point to point 
—say from New York to Liverpool, if you please— 
according to time, as per schedule annexed. The 
bidders will then put in their proposals, each with 
a schedule of price, according to time, attached; 
and the Postmaster General will have the selection 
of the lowest bidder according to time. Such 
will be the operation of the measure, if it shall 
please the House to adapt it, 

It is said that the mere saving of a few duys— 
and that, too, by high authority, by our able Post- 
master General—is of importance but to a small 
portion of the community; that the agricultural 
portion receives but little benefit from it, while the 
cities and the commercial interests of the country 
receive the advantages. 

I admit, sir, that the mercantile community will 
at first receive, perhaps, the greatest amount of 
this advantage, and the largest benefit. 
Carlyle says, ‘* commerceis the king.”’ 
but agriculture wears thecrown. Theone cannot 
exist without the other. Advance the interest of 
one, and you advance that of the other. They 
are inseparably connected in interest; there is such 
a untty of interest, that if one perish, so will the 
other. You may as well say that you could un- 
dertake to fatten the arm.of a man without fat- 
tening the whole system, as to say you could 
benefit one branch or interest of the country 
without benefiting all. The argument which 
maintains that a saving of time is of no import- 
ance is fallacious and untenable; the saving of 
time, in this respect, is of as much importance as 
it is In any other enterprise where labor is the 
basis. 

This bill is surrounded with proper guards and 
restrictions, as the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads seem to think; for I believe 
they have reported favorably upon it. | take it 
that it 1s so; and allow me to say, that itis an able 
committee, and the House hes confidence in it. 
Having looked into this bill, | have offered a eub- 
stitute, containing the same principle, and have 
thrown around tt sufficient guards and restrictions 
to protect the interests of the Government. What 
are its provisions? The Postmaster General rec- 
ommends, in his letter to that committee, or rather 
speaks in that letter, of the necessity of weekly 
mails from the United States to California. What 
does this bill propose? To give a weekly mail 
in connection with lines already established, to and 
from California. What else? Does it propose 
to advance the funds of the Government in order 
to carry out this contract, as has been done on 
former occasions? No, sir. Does it propose to 
take the vessels off the hands of the contractors 
for war purposes, or any other? No, sir. It 
merely proposes to test the principle of rapid and 
economical communication which is contained in 
it, at the expense of whoever may undertake to 
execiite the contract. 

it is expressly provided in the bill that the Post- 
master General is not authorized or empowered 
to make any advance of the funds or credit of the 
Government in furtherance or aid of the under- 
taking, or for the use and benefit of the parties so 
contracting. And it still further provides that the 
parties so contracting shall in no event receive from 
Government increased compensation. 

1 need hardly allude to the large additional com- 
pensation which was made by the last Congress 
to a magnificent line of steamers for carrying the 
mail; but a like occurrence is provided against in 
this case. 

Itis again provided that the contract shall be 
taken, and continue for a term of ten years. It 
may be said that this will be giving some one com- 
pany a monopoly for that length of time; but if 
gentlemen will examineanother portion of the bill, 
they will see that such a monopoly is not granted, 


But, as 
ladmitit, 
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And why? If it shall be ascertained that any 
other party cancarry it in a less space of time than 
the contracting party, the contracting party 1s to 
be superseded by the said other party, who shall 
avree to carry the mail in a shorter space of time; 
and the former party 18 not, under any circum- 
stances, to be allowed to claim anything in the 
shape of damages. Here is the provision as it is 
contained in the bill: 


6s shee 


6. And he it further enacted, That if at any time 
during the existence of this contract, any other individuals 
orcompany shall establish a more speedy conveyance of 
the mais between New Orleans and San Francisco, and 
shall give proof to the Postmaster General that said convey 

ance bas been in successful Operation for three consecutive 
wonths, then and in that case it shall be the duty of the 
Postmaster General to transter this contract to said individ 

valor company, Whereupon the former compary or indi 

vidual shall not be deemed to have any claim for damage, 
or otherwise, against the Government.” 


Now, sir, the magnitude and importance of this 
proposition | hope will secure the earnest atten- 
tion of the members of this House. Weare told 
every day nearly that the mail facilities of the 
country are inadequate to the wants of the coun- 
try. Weare told that the revenue of the Depart- 
ment is falling off, and that if this state of things 
is continued for any length of time, Corgress will 
either be forced to place the Department ina posi- 
tion where it can defend itself, where it can com- 
pete successfully with lines established by private 
enterprise, or they will be forced to pay the ex- 
nenses of maintaining these facilities from the 
‘Treasury of the people, or to abandon the whole 
service to the care of private individuals. One of 
these consequences will inevitably follow, unless 
we can devise some measure, some plan by which 
we may impart life, vigor, and a healthful action 
to this branch of our national service. 

Sir, is it not a matter of the highest importance 


that the arteries and veins which convey the life- | 


blood of the Gevernment from its center to its 
circumference should be in a healthful condition? 
fs it not of vital importance that we keep a watch- 
ful eye upon the healthful condition of the blood 
which flows through the arteries and veins of the 
country, in the way of postal arrangements? 
Why, sir, in England, where they have reduced 
their rates of postage to a mere nominal sum, the 
revenue derived from the service of that depart- 
ment is enormous. It is needless to tell me that 
the amounts appropriated in this bill are extrava- 
gant. 


amount of time which will be saved to the business 


community, it will prove a great saving to the | 


country by adopting this bill. At any rate, it is 
worth trying by way of testing the principle. I 
admit that it is but an experiment, but it is one 
which is worthy of being tested, even at some 
expense. 

But it requires no expense. 


osition, It will require, 1 admit, some man of 
nerve, and with large means. It was remarked 
to me this morning that my bill would probably 


fail from this consideration; that it was confined | 
I wish it | 


exclusively to the Tehuantepec route. 
distinctly understood that, if the Tehuantepec 
route is the shortest, and the mails can be carried 


over it the quickest, then it is the route which I | 
In such case that is the route of the bill. | 


favor. 
If the Nicaragua is the quickest route, very well. 
If any other route is the quickest make a contract 


for it. 


the bill provides for no particular route; it only 


refers to the shortest route and the quickest time. | 


W hat else do I propose by this bill? Without 
putting the Government to any expense, | pro- 
pose to offer an inducerment for the development 
of individual enterprise, and the power of steam. 
We have the elements in the country?and the im- 


portance ¢f rapid communication with our west- | 


ern frontier, makes it necessary that we should 
adopt some measure b 
advantage, if itcan bedone without enormous ex- 
penditure of the public money. 


I said that this wasa mere business transaction. | 


Looking at it in that point of view, we can readily 
conclude the cost and probable profit attending the 
execution of the contract. No individual who 
will take the bill and make the calculation, looking 
to all the results, both beneficial and adverse, but 


what will come to the conclusion that it is at least || the time is progressively diminished. 


The sum proposed to be appropriated is | 
large; but if you will take into consideration the 


I propose to test 
the principle at the expense of whoever may be 
disposed to make the contract, or accept the prop- | 


I desire it to be distinctly understood that | 


which we can derive that | 
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worthy of a test, especially when it would not 


cost the Government anything. 

But | have already detained the House longer 
than | intended. The matter is one of consider- 
able importance, at least | think so; and [| trust 
that | have been able to convince the House it is 
worthy of their consideration. 

It may be said that there is nobody in thecoun- 
try who is willing to undertake the contract. | 
have been informed that such is not the fact; that 
it will be readily accepted, and cause competitors 
from all sections of the Union, with ample means 
and gigantic intellects in their way, ship builders 
and ship owners, men of experience and who have 
patriotism and fortune enough to embark in the 
enterprise. ‘They will test the principle without 
asking o° the Government a single dollar. 

If sufficient attention has already been given to 
the bill, itis not strange if | ask that it have an 
early passage; but | do not desire to put it on its 
passage at once, unless such may be the pleasure 
of the House. It has been published in this 
morning’s Globe, and every gentleman has had 
an opportunity to look into it; and the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads have re- 
ported favorably onit. If it be not the pleasure of 
the House to consider it at once, 1 shall ask that 
its consideration be postponed for ten days. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
submitted a motion which cuts off debate; and as 
I desire to be heard on the subject, | trust that he 
will withdraw it, and yield me the floor. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I do not 
postponement, if | can get a vote on it now. I 
yield the floor to the gentleman. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to postpone is 
withdrawn. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, it has been a very 
common remark throughout thecountry that much 
of the gravest and most important business of this 
House is transacted without a knowledge on the 
part of its members of what is being done; and 
the consideration of the bill now before the Flouse, 
and in reference to which we have had an able dis- 
course from the gentleman who has introduced it, 
has been conducted amidst such bustle and noise 
as not to command the least attention. 


Sir, | deem it one of the most important bills | 


that has been presented to the country for many 


along day, and I really think the House ought || for less than twenty-four days, they still get, ac- 


| cording to the printed report, $10,000 a year; and 


to give to it some consideration and attention 
during the time of its exposition, at least, by 
those who have had it under consideration. Itis 
known to the House that the old practice which 


in conformity with the impatient and progressive 
spirit of the age. Persons make contracts now-a- 
days, and youcannot make improvements on them 


with regard to speed without large additions to the 


ge etn 


have the experience of a single contract in my | 
own district, in which the time under the contract 


made at a former letting was twenty-nine hours, 
and the necessity for increased expedition upon that 
route has actually induced the contractor upon it 


to agree to a reduction of the time to twelve hours. | 


I mention this fact for the purpose of calling the 
attention of the House to what is well understood 
by every gentleman at all familiar with the sub- 


ject, that itis absolutely necessary that a new prin- | 


ciple should be introduced—the principle to which 
I have referred, and which is embodied in the bill 


of the gentleman who last addressed us—a bill re- | 


ported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. That principle is in perfect harmon 

with the spirit of the age. What is it? 
is to let contracts for mail service, to be paid for 
according to its expedition. 
new principle, which has been introduced by indi- 
vidual expressmen—that of getting the shortest 


time in the transmission of intelligence that human 


effort can accomplish. 

But we know—it is in the knowledge of every 
member of the House—that the proverbial delays 
of the mails have excited the indignation to a very 
great extent of the peopleof the country. Every- 
body knows that; and it is that fact to which we 


are indebted for the repeated diminution of the re- | 


ceipts from that branch of the public service. 


| Everybody is familiar with that. 


Well now, what does the gentleman propose by 
this bill? I beg the attention of the House to it. 
He proposes to pay a sum progressively higher as 


The gentleman has | 


desire a | 


| three days, they get $20,000. 


the: | whole schedule. 
has prevailed in reference to contracts has not been || 


Why, it | 


It is to introduce a | 


_ April 6, 


is carried within a certain number of days betwee, 
here and San Francisco, so much is to be paid: if 
in a certain number of days less, so much incre... 
of compensation is to be allowed. 

Now that furnishes a very good rule to go hy 
and fask the House to look at the question. Wh,’ 
when I went to California in 1850, | had a elon, 
ous trip—a frolic all the way, | may say—not = 
obstruction of any description to interrupt the pas 
sage, and what was the consequence? | wa, 
thirty-six dayson the passage. But what has heen 
the effect of rivalry and competition since tha: 
time? Now, the time has been reduced unti! the 
trips average twenty-five days, and Sometimes the 
voyage is performed in even less time. Here is 
prodigious gain to the country. Just make a ex. 
culation of the difference between thirty-six ayq 
twenty-five days in the interest on the money 
regularly exported from California to this portiog 
of the Republic, and see whatan enormous sum it 
amounts to. The difference of the interest oy 
$50,000,000 a year between thirty-six days and 
twenty-five days constitutes a most important item 
in the industrial relations of the country. Every 


rease 


pas- 


| one can see that. 


Well, we have realized twenty-five days as the 
ordinary average time of the trips between this 
and San Francisco. What is the project proposed 
by this bill? We are now paying for this expe. 
dition of the mail service—which seldom comes 
within the period of twenty-five days, and is fre. 
quently up to thirty days—eight hundred and odd 
thousand dollars a year. Yes, the transportation 
of the mails between this and San Francisco, ata 
speed of twenty-five days, costs this country up. 
wards of $800,000. 

W hat is proposed by this bill? Is it proposed 
that if it cannot be done in twenty-five days, thatit 
shall be done for $840,000? If nobody will under- 
take to do it for less than twenty-five days, they 
can only get $10,000 a year, instead of $840,000, 
I wish it distinctly understood that this is $10,000 
a year. If you can get it done in twenty-four 
days, what does it amount to? Ten thousand 
dollars a year. If gentlemen will look in the 
Globe, they will find that | am right in the state- 
ments | make. If no one will undertake to carry 
the mails for less than twenty-five days, they get 
but $10,000 a year. If noone undertakes to do it 


if no one will undertake it for less than twenty- 
I will read the 
It proposes: 
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| We are now paying $850,000 for the mail deliv- 


ered to us at even twenty-five and twenty days. 
Here is a proposition, however, to deliver it here 
in sixteen days for less money. I ask this House 
if it is not plainly their duty to adopt the princt- 
ples of the bill that effects such an increase of 
facilities, and the saving of timeand money? You 
reduce the time to sixteen and twenty-five days; 
thereby not only effect a great saving to the 
traveling community in time, but to the commer- 
cial and businss interests of the country you 
will save a very great amount of interest. What 
objection can there be to such an arrangement: 


_1 know of one gentleman—lI allude to a distin- 
guished steamboat man in New York, Mr. Van- 


derbilt, who has won for himself by common 
courtesy the sobriquet of commodore—who is will- 
ing to undertake such a contract; and in steam- 
boat matters he never fails, He is willing not only 
to undertake such a contract as this, but what's 
more, he is perfectly willing, if any man can beat 
him, to give up his contract. To start sucha line 


as would be necessary for the purpose we all have 
| in view, would require an expenditure of millions. 


Commodore Vanderbilt says that he will surrender 


f the mail || all the advantages which are to be realized from the 
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contract, if he does not fulfill it. Task, then, what 
con is there to the proposition? He does not 
a monopoly of the c mitract for ten years; 
Jithough there is @ proposition giving the con- 
+ for that time, yet there is a stipulation thatif 
vhody during that time can do it better, that the 
~inateontractor shall be superseded; nay, more, 
eraedel too, without any cost or charge to the 
Government. He is to surrender his contract be- 
ee he does not keep up with the progressive 
+ ofthe age. What objection can there be to 
this course, [ask? It isa contract to pay no enor- 
mous charge for an inadequate consideration, but 
ig a contract to pay for substantial value re- 
-ived. By adopting this course you will place 
this m utter of mail contracts upon the true princi- 
nie. which should be the only test for mail con- 
i ; s—the time in which the service is to be per- 
formed. Then you will find this Government 
moving ahead in strict accordance with the pro- 
sressive spirit of the age, and the great improve- 
ments developing in the country. 
~ What objection can there be to this? Who can 
obiect to it? Lask this House again, I appeal to 
centiemen, to support the principle embraced in 
this bill. Here, sir, is an important principle at 
issue. I cannot estimate its value too highly. It 
is deeply interesting to the country. It will cause 
the mails to be delivered tous with greater rapidity 
than usual. It will cause them to be delivered at 
a less rate than the ordinary one. It will, in 
every point of view, enable the Government to 
keep pace with individual enterprise. 

I: will place this great arm of the public service 
under the responsibility of quick operations. I 
ask, then, on what principle it can be objected to 
Look to your steamers carrying the mails over 
the Atlantic, as they have been referred to by the 
centieman who preceded me. Suppose weannulled 
that contract, and threw the service open to com- 
petition on the principle of this bill. Instead of 
having but one line of steamers, the pampered pet 
of this Government, we would have, perhaps, halfa 
dozen lines struggling for supremacy; and perhaps 
thecarrying of the mails would be sometimes trans- 
ferred from the one line to the other. Instead of 
having a single great monopoly on the Atlantic 
ocean, we would perhaps have a general circula- 
tion of haifa dozen competing lines. 

But, Mr. Speaker, the principle itself is right— 
the principle itself is economical—awakens all the 
fire and energy of American enterprise; it ad- 
dresses itself to the favorable consideration of the 
whole country. And I conceive, that instead 
of our being startled by it and making objections 
to it, the wonder is, not that the system is now 
suggested, but thata principle that muststrike all 
sensible men with obvious and conclusive force 
had not before been introduced and acted on in 
this House. 
| say, then, that I hope the House will consider 


and adopt this bill, not because the principle is 


new—for change is not alwaysan improvement— | 


but because the principle is wise, and is, in every 
point of view, justly entitled to the favorable con- 
sideration of this House and of the country. I 


will not trouble the House with any further re- | 


marks; but ask the House to pass the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would be glad to know, 
Mr. Speaker, whether or not, under the rules of 
the House, this bill does not require to be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? I grant you it does not make a direct 
appropriation; but the remarks of my colleague 
(Mr. Surrn] satisfy my mind, at least, that this 
Lill ought to go to the Committee of the Whole. 
I am free to admit, sir, that the principle involved 
in It IS an important one. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL, (interrupting.) I de- 


sire to say, if the gentleman from Virginia will 
permit me 


Mr. MceMULLIN.. Whatis the object of the 
gentleman? 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I desire to ask the 
“Ouse to postpone the consideration of this bill 
for ten days. 


Mr.MeMULLIN. No. I will not agree to 
that proposition. 

I desire, Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat to 
*Xpress my views in reference to this matter-—— 

Mr. JONES, of New York, (interrupting.) 


ll the gentleman from Virginia permit me for 
one moment? 


Mr. McMULLIN. 





I will yield the floor to 


the gentleman from New York for an explana- | 


tion. 

Mr. JONES. 1 will only detain the gentleman 
from Virginia for one moment. | wish to say to the 
House, as a member of the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, from which this bill is re- | 
ported, that this bill has not been considered by | 


that committee, as | understand it; and for myself 
I must say that in its present form Lam mu h op- 
posed to it; and, therefore, | trust that this House 
will not spring upon us this bill until it can be 
well understood. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. «I desire to make one 
single remark, and then I will yield the floor to 
the gentleman from Virginia 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
nation, but not for a motion. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL, I am surprised, Mr. 
Speaker, to hear the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Jones] say that this bill has been reported 
from the committee without having been consid- 
ered. 

Mr. 
ginia (Mr. McMuttin] yield to me fora moment 
for the purpose of explanation? 

Mr. McMULLIN. Certainly. 

Mr. OLDS. It becomes necessary and proper 
for me, inasmuch as my éolleague upon the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, [Mr. 


s 
OLDS. Will the gentleman from Vir- | 


1 will yield for an expla- | 


Jones, of New York,| has spoken in reference to | 


the action of the committee, to say a word in ex- 
planation. The gentleman is mistaken in regard 


| have not considered the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of New York. I donot wish-to be 
misunderstood in my remarks. I believe that the 
committee as a committee, have not considered 
| this bill, nor reported as a committee upon it. I 
| so understand the matter. I do not say that the 
subject has not been talked over by us individu- 
ally, but thatas a committee we have not consid- 

ered the bill. 
| Mr. OLDS. I will state what the action of the 
| committee was upon the bill. I do not know 
whether my colleague upon the committee [Mr. 
Jones, of New York] was or was not present at 
the time the bill was up for consideration before 
the committee. The matter was taken up and 
considered by the committee; and the order of the 
committee was, that Mr. McDovueaut should re- 
port the bill back to the House with amendments; 
and it is my fault, perhaps, that the amendments, 
or all of them, are not in the bill, as they should 
be. The gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Cuurcu- 
WELL,] on Monday, handed me the bill to look 
over it, for the purpose of seeing whether it em- 
| braced the views of the committee. That was 
| about the time we were entering into the discus- 

sion of the bill for the pay of postmasters, and | 


_ put the bill into my drawer, forgot to look at it, 
| and handed it back to the gentleman without pe- || 


| rusal. 
But the order of the committee was to report 
back the bill tothe House, with amendments. The 


bill so as to authorize the Postmaster General to 


| pletion of the existing contracts for the transpor- 
tation of mails upon that route, and to strike out 
of the schedule of time all after fourteen days. In 
this manner the committee acted, without pledging 
| itself to vote for or against the bill when it should 
come up for consideration by the House. They 
were willing to report it back, as a bill containing 
merits, and allow it to be discussed by the House, 
and adoy ted or rejected, as they should see fit. 
Mr. McMULLIN. This is not, Mr. Chair- 
man, the first bill which, since | have had the 
| honor of a seat upon this floor, has beet precipi- 
tated upon the House for its action. Gentlemen 
who were here during the Thirty-First Congress 


know perfectly well whet was said in relation to | 


these matters at that time, and the course which 
was pursued then. They cannot have forgotten 
that they were assured by the then learned and 
| distinguished chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, that if the reduction 
of postage, which was then proposed, should be 
adopted, the whole country would be greatly ben- 
efited by that arrangement. We were #!so assured 


that the Post Office Department would become a | 


self-sustaining Department. I! did not believe in 
the principle and beneficial effects of a reduction 





to the action of the committee, in saying that they 


amendments were to change the first section of the | 
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| of the importance of the bill. 
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have satisfied all, conclusively, that such belief 
was well founded. The Post Office Department 
of this Government is minus $2,000,000 now; 
and if you will confer with the head of that De- 
partment, you will find that the probability is that 
next year there will be a deficiency of $4,000,000. 

It is not my purpose, at this ume, to go into 
the consideration of the merits of this bill. Not 
atall. But, sir, since | have been a member of 
this House, | have seen that almost al! the changes 
which have been made in the Post Office Depart- 
ment have resulted to the benefit of the large 
commercial cities, but to the ruin, almost, of the 
rural districts. What are the facts? In my own 
district, as also in almost all the rural districts in 
this country, you can scarcely get a postmaster 
to hold a gommission six months, because of the 
reduction of their pay; and I express my belief 


| that the operation of this bill will further cripple 


the postal arrangements of these districts, 

It is due to all portions of the country that thie 
important bill—conceded by its friends to be im- 
portant—conceded by my friend from Tennessee 
{Mr. Cuurcuwe tt] to be important—important 
as my colleague (Mr. Smrrn]} has fully shown to 
to the House—should receive a full and carefu. 
consideration. ‘The question is, will you give it 
that consideration in the House, or will you refer 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, where it can be fully, deliberately, 
and fairly considered ? 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. The gentleman speaks 
I admit it; and ask 
him to be good enough to let it be recommitted to 
the committee, that they may consider it, and that 
i's further consideration may be postponed indefi- 
nitely, or for two or three weeks. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Before I take my seat, I 
will endeavor to answer my friend from Tennes- 
see, for | assure him there are but few members 
upon this floor whom | would sooner accommo- 
date than him. 

But while | am upon the floor I desire to call 
the attention of the House toone fact. Ask every 
member upon this floor, and they will tell you 
that the reduction of the rates of postage has 
worked nothing but ruin upon the revenues of the 
Post Office Department, and | am not prepared 
to say that if you adopt this bill it will not result 
in still further liabilities upon that Department. 


| I have not sufficiently examined it to prepare me 


to say definitely, however, what will be its oper- 


| ation in this respect. 


But, sir, although it is said that this bill has met 


| the approbation of a majority of the Committee 


on the Post Office and Post Roads, [ must beg to 
tell the House that | know one member of that 
committee, from Virginia, [Mr. Powe tt,] did not 
sanction it, nor, if | understand it, was he con- 
sulted upon the subject. 

Again, sir, | would like to seethe Post Office 
Department a self-sustaining branch of the Gov- 


| ernment. | do not want my district, and other dis- 


tricts which are like mine, situated in the interior 
of the country, cut down in their mail facilities, 


|, and then called upon to contribute to support those 
enter into a contract of this kind, upon the com- || 





facilities for the benefit of the great commercial 
cities of the country. 

lam, for one, perfectly willing that Congress 
should pass a law—and | believe it is the duty of 


| Congress to pass such a law—as shall make the 


Post Office Department a self-sustaining branch of 
the Government. Iam perfectly willing that my 
district should contribute its share towards meet- 
ing the burdens of the Government; but I am not 


| willing, when that is done, that you should increare 


your postal facilities between the great commercial 


| cities to two mails a day, while in the rural dis- 


tricts of the country they cannot get more than 
two mails per week, and, is many instances, not 
more than one a week. 

But, sir, it,is not my purpose to trespass upon 
the time of the House, but move to refer tne bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. If the friends of the bill prefer that it 
should be recommitted to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, I will not object to that 
disposition of it. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Will the gentleman 
allow me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. No, sir; my friend wants, 
I know, to postpone the further consideration of 
this bill for three weeks; but | cannot consent to 


‘| then; and the facts which have since transpired || make, or to allow him to make, that motion. 
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Mr. CHURCHWELL. Will the gentleman | 


allow me a moment for personal explanation ? 

Mr. MceMULLIN. Certainly, will yield for 
that purpose. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I am forced to be- 
lieve that my friend from Virginia was not in the 
House during the early proceedings of the day, 
for he certainly has not understood the position I 
ussumed in debate, or my argument upon the bill. 
J agree with my friend in his idea that the Post Office 
Department should be a self-sustaining branch of 
the Government. lLagree with him that we should 
increase the mail facilities in his own rural dis- 
trict and mine. I desire to see daily mails estab- 
lished in those more sparsely settled portions of 
the country. I wish to see the Department placed 
ina condition in which it may defend itfelf against 
the competition of private enterprise, against ex- 
press lines established by private individuals. I 
know that our community need additional postal 
facilities, and my object is to increase the revenue 
of the Department, so as to secure in his south west- 
ern Virginia, and in my own native Tennessee, 
daily mails over that mountain counts y- 

A Memoer. If youreceive weekly mails there 
you will do well. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. Perhaps so; but I 
shall not be satisfied with weekly; | want to see 
daily mails there; and I could show that the effect 
of this bill would, to a certain extent, have an 
effect in that direction, for it will be to increase 
the revenue of the Department. 

Now, sir, inasmuch as this is an important bill, 
requiring further consideration, and inasmuch as 
other gentlemen desire to speak upon it, I ask my 
honorable friend from Virginia that he will allow 
me to make the motion that its further considera- 
tion be postponed for three weeks, and not to send 
it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union—where it will never be heard of again, 
perhaps for the nextone hundred years—to a long 
home. ! know that my friend cannot be so cruel 
to the only bantling which I have before the body. 
[Laughter.] He professes to love me; and if he 
does, then he certainly cannot treat my measure 
harshly. (Laughter.] He will surely let the poor 
bantling live for three weeks. Then, if there be 
nothing in it, the bill will die. When it dies, I 
shall go with it to the grave, and a tear, if it be 
the only one, shall fall on its bier. If the benev- 
olence of my friend will allow me, I now submit 
the motion that the consideration of the bill be 
postponed for three weeks. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. 
ginia is stilt on the floor. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no doubt that my 
distinguished friend from Tennessee believes all 
that he has said in regard to the practical view of 
this measure. 


Mr. CHURCHWELL. A good deal more. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Thegentleman says a good 
deal more. I remember perfectly well that the 
distinguished chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads in the Thirty-Second 
Congress, was equally as sincere as my friend from 
Tennessee in the belief that the then reduction of 
the postage would not seriously affect the revenues 
of the Post Office Department. He was mistaken, 
and my friend may also be mistaken. 

My friend says that | love him. I resyect him 
as one gentleman does another. I love my friend 
well, but | love my country more. [Laughter.] 
If the question be one of the paramount import- 
ance claimed, why not give it the direction that 
all important bills take? Let it go to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 


There all the gentlemen who desire to speak on it, 
for or against it, will have a fair field and a clear 
sky. I propose to give the bill that direction. I 
propose to send it to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, where it will not be lost. | 


I shall go with the gentleman to resurrect it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
tleman'’s permission, | would ask the Chair 
whether a motion has been made that the bill be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The motion has not been 
made. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 


I would be glad then 
if the gentleman from Virginia would make that | 
motion. 


The gentleman from Vir- 


With the gen- | 
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Mr. McMULLIN. I now yield for the pur- 


pose of explanation to my friend from Tennessee. | 


Mr. CHURCH WELL. 
ing hour expire, Mr. Speaker ? 

The SPEAKER. Atten minutes past one. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. The gentleman has 
entirely misunderstood the character of the bill. 
In all candor [ would inquire of him whether he 
has read the bill? 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have read a portion of it 
in the newspaper. [Laughter. ] 


Mr. CHURCHWELL. 


from Virginia. 
special order? 
his country. 


He professes to love me next to 


to make the billa special order? 


Mr. McMULLIN. 1 cannot agree to do so. 


Mr.CHURCHWELL. Then I hopethe House | 


will agree to postpone its consideration for two | 


weeks, If it be the pleasure of gentlemen, let the 
postponement be for three weeks. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I should like to accommo- 


date the gentleman from Tennessee, but I have a | 
duty to perform, from which I cannot swerve. | 


Gentlemen on various sides desire that I shall 
afford the bill a fair and full consideration. ‘lhe 


gentleman from Tennessee desires to know whether | 


I had read the bill. 
read it? 


What time have I had to 
It was this morning, for the first time, 


published in the Globe, and laid upon our tables. | 
I looked over it very hastily, and the remarks of | 
the honorable gentleman, and of my worthy col- | 


league from Virginia, induced me to get the floor 
for the purpose of submitting a proposition to re- 


fer it to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
of the Union, for full, free, and fair considera- || 
If there is a majority in favor of the bill, it || 
can be taken up at any time, and I assure the | 
friends of the bill that [ will aid them to take it up | 
I therefore move that the bill | 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, and on that I call the previous 


tion. 
at the proper time. 


question, 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. 
will withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I cannot. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I desire simply to 
state, that if the bill is referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it will 
never be taken up; for, as is usual and customary, 
the whole time when we are in committee will 
be occupied in discussing Nebraska, or some other 
question. I hope, therefore, that the House will 
vote down the motion to refer the bill, and post- 
pone its consideration for three or four weeks. 

The SPEAKER. 
vious question withdrawn ? 

Mr. McMULEIN. It is not. 

The SPEAKER. Then debate is out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 

Mr. PHELPS. Before the question is put 
upon that motion, I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report back the deficiency bill. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back the deficiency bill with 
supdry amendments. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and the amend- 
ments were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREENWOOD, by unanimous consent, 
and in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a 
bill; which was read a firstand second time by its 
title, as follows, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce: 

A bill to be entitled an act to enable the States 
of Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi, to apply 


'a portion of the swamp lands granted to each, 


respectively, to aid in the construction of the St. 
Louis, Helena, and New Orleans railroads. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, in answer to a resolution 
of the House of the 4th instant, transmitting all 
the information in the possession of the Depart- 
ment touching the expediency of an appropria- 
tion by Congress to defray the expenses already 
incurred, and that may hereafter be incurred, in 


W hen will the morn- | 


A portion of it! I} 
have but one more proposition to make to my friend | 
Will he agree to make the bill a | 


y- I imagine l have a high place in his | 
affections. (Laughter.] Willthe gentleman agree | 


I hope the gentleman | 


Is the demand for the pre- | 


. 
in April 6, 
j - — — — na, 
|| the prosecution of the persons engaged 
destruction of the Martha Washington, 

Mr. ORR. The document seems to he g yo, 
long one, and I move that it be referred to nu 
Committee on the Judiciary, and that it be printed 

The SPEAKER. That order will be made. », 
objection being made. ii 

A communication was then laid before the 
House, transmitting a statement of the continge,, 
expenses of the Department of the Interior from 
the Ist of July, 1852, to the 30th June, 1853. ,. 
required by the act of 26th August, 1842; wy; 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. HIESTER. | ask the unanimous consey 
of the House to introduce a resolution. . 

Mr. WALSH. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

TheSPEAKER. Several gentlemen are ca}iino 
for the question upon the moulon submitted by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuvemay } 
that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole, and it must now be put. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuyg. 
MAN’s motion, and it was decided in the affirms. 
tive. 


in the 


| 


a 


t 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Ore in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee Jas, 
rose, they had under consideration House bil No, 
48, being a bill making appropriations for the civil 
and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855, upon which 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Presrtoy} js 
entitled to the floor. ; 


NEBRASKA AND KANSAS. 


Mr. PRESTON alluded to the fact that ther: 
are two bills in the Committee of the Whole 0) 
the state of the Union, proposing to organize ter- 
ritorial governments for Nebraska and Kansas, 
and pointed out the main differences between the 
two measures. That from the Senate contains 
what is known as the Badger amendment and the 
Clayton amendment, and both contain a common 

| provision which declares that the act known as 
| the Missouri compromise is rendered inoperative 
by the measures of 1850. 
| These bills, he said, in the course of his remarks, 
propose equal rights to the people of the slave- 
| holding, and equal rights to those of the non-slave- 
| holding States, to settle in Nebraska and Kansas, 
_and organize their own government. He was in 
favor vf this principle. As to the power of Con- 
gress to interdict slavery in the Territories, he 
| did not think it exists. You can find precedents 
in the decisions of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States, that Congress possesses plenary power 
over the Territories. But if Congress possesses 
this power, they ought not to exercise it, because 
| the settlement of the question of slavery ought 
to be delegated to the people who are to inhabit 
| the Territories, 
| He conceived that the Badger amendment 
| neither helps nor hurts in this matter. On the face 
| of the bill that Senator made a conclusive argu- 
| ment that it does not alter the terms of the bill as 
| it was originally introduced in the Senate. Asa 
_ southern man, he asked for no reéstablishment of 
slavery by implication in Nebraska, but simply 
the right to go there to meet his northern friend 
'and brother, and with him establish the founda- 
| tions of society, with or without slavery. 
| He gave his reasons why he should vote t 
strike out the Clayton amendment; and, towards 
| the conclusion of his remarks, called on the North 
| to render to the South the equality which has been 
| so long denied. The advocates of the bill were 
not afraid of discussion; and it was his belief the 
bill will pass. [His speech will be found in the 
| A ee 
Mr. SMITH, of New York, said that he was 0p- 
posed to the Nebraska and Kansas bill which hss 
come to us from the Senate, because 
Ist. It limits suffrage to white men. 
Qd. It limits suffrage to citizens. y 
| 3d. It is so drawn as to mislead readers into the 
| belief that it recognizes the doctrine of non-inter™ 
| 





vention. i 
4th. It looks to the existence of slavery in those 
| Territories, and provides safeguards for it. 
| Sth. It allows that slavery may exist /n the 
| States that shall be formed from these Territories. 
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The hammer fell when Mr. S. wasin the midst 
: sie argument to prove that all American sla- 


of : 

very is unconstitutional, 
‘Mr. S. retains for revision the report of his 

speect 


My 2 ARUTHERS obtained the floor. 

My. MILLER. Will my colleague yield me the 
door for the purpose of making a motion that the 
pom mittee rise? 

Mr. CARUTHERS. 
that purpose. 

Mr. MILLER. 
tee rise. 2 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the Union 
venerally, and particularly the civil and diplomatic 
hill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. BISSELL. There are several bills from 
the Senate upon the Speaker’s table, which it 
gould be well, perhaps, to dispose of now, as it 
will take but a few minutes. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House adjourn. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The House thereupon, at five minutes past three | 
o’elock, p.m., adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock, m. 


I will yield the floor for 


I then move that the commit- 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, April 7, 1854. 
Praver by Rev. Witutiam H. Mirsurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. MORTON. Mr. President 

ThePRESIDENT. The Chair will inform the 
Senator that this is private bill day. 

Mr. MORTON. Exactly. That is the point 
to which I intend to speak. I presume it is the 
intention of the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations to move to go into Executive 
session; but there is one private bill which | think 
will elicit no discussion, in which a constituent of 
mine is deeply interested. Itis very important 
to him that the bill should pass through Congress 
as soon as possible. It is the bill for the rehef of 
Manuel Hernandez. I will state to the Senate 
that if the bill should be taken up, and should 
elicit the least discussion, I shall be perfectly will- | 
ing that it may be passed over. 

Several Senators. This is objection day. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inform 
the Senator that, under the rule, no bill can be 
discussed to-diy, but with unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORTON. I ask for the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to consider that bill. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to say to the Senator 
that | suppose the Senate will concur in proceed- 
ing to the consideration of private bills to-day, 
under the order; and the very fact that this is the 
day on which bills cannot be discussed, will show 
that by proceeding in order we can pass probably 
three fourths of the bills on the Calendar, and the 
Senator’s bill with them. 

Mr. MORTON, I have no objection to that 
course being pursued, but I understood the Sen- 
ator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] would move for 
an Executive session. 

Mr. STUART. I hope not. : 

Mr. MASON. I understand if I move for an 
Executive session, any single objection will pre- 
vent it. Am I right in that construction of the 
rule? 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir; that is the con- 
struction which the Chair gives to the rule. 

_Mr. MASON. Then, sir, I will say that if 
‘here can be a common understanfling that at one 
o'clock I may beallowed to move for an Executive 
session, | will not make the motion at an earlier 
moment. The Senate are aware that I think it 
necessary that the Senate should proceed to the 
consideration of public matters in Executive ses- 
Sion; yet, if such ag understanding can be arrived 
at, | will not make that motion until one o’clock. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do not wish to be under- 
stood as Compromitted at all by any agreement of 
‘nat sort. I think we can dispose of a great many |, 
bills on the Calendar, for this is objection day; || 





but if we shall not have reached some bills in 
which I am imterested by one o'clock, | shall not 
feel at liberty to assent to the course suggested by 
the Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. MASON. I consider it my duty to move 
for an Executive session although it will super- 
sede private business. I therefore move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business. 

Mr. PEARCE. I am not certain that I should 
object to the motion of the Senator from Virginia 
if 1 did not think it desirable, for reasons which I 
cannot now state, that the Senate should not pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
I believe the public interests would be advanced by 
our proceeding with the private business to-day, 
leaving Executive business for to-morrow. The 
Senator therefore, | hope, will not think | am per- 
sonal and discourteous if I object to proceeding to 
the consideration of Executive business to-day. 

Mr. MASON. Does the Senator object? 

Mr. PEARCE. I! do. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the Senate must 
proceed to the consideration of the private bills 
upon the Calendar. 


JOHN G. MACKALL. 
The first bill on the Calendar was one reported 


, from the Committee on Claims, for the relief of 


the legal representatives of John G. Mackall, de- 
ceased. 

Mr.STUART. Is not that one of the bills 
which involves the question which was discussed 
the other day by the Senators trom Maryland and 
Delaware? 

The PRESIDENT. 
of bills. 

Mr. STUART. 
into. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will be passed 


over. 


It is one of the same class 


I think it had better be looked 


WILLIAM G. RIDGELY. 

The PRESIDENT. The next bill on the Cal- 
endur is one for the relief of William G. Ridgely. 
It is one of the same class referred to by the Sen- 
ator from Michigan. 

Mr. STUART. Let it be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill will go over. 

DAVID MYERLE. 

The next bill was one, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, for the relief of David 
M yerle. 

Mr. STUART. 
let it go over. 


MOORE AND HASCALL’S PATENT. 


The next bill was one, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office, for the 
relief of Hiram Moore and John Hascall. 

Mr. STUART. That is objected to by others, 
not by me. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be passed over. 

JOHN BRONSON. 

The next bill was one for the relief of John 
Bronson, which had been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. EVANS. Ishould like to know why this 
claim has never been presented heretofore? It is 
always suspicious when a claim has stood for forty 

ears. 

The PRESIDENT. There is a report in the 
case. Does the Senator desire to hear it read? 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

The report of the Committee on Claims was 
accordingly read. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 think this is the bill which 
the Senator from Delaware discussed at some 
length the other day. 1 see now that he is in his 

lace, and I wish to call his attention to it. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be objection, the 
bill must be passed over. 

Mr. CASS. I think there can be no objection. 
I have known the case for thirty-five years. It 
comes clearly within the rules which we have 
applied under similar circumstances; and I think 
no gentleman who examines it will object to it. 
The honorable Senator from Ohio [Mr. Wave} 
reported the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
upon it, 

The PRESIDENT. 
bill must go over. 


THOMAS BUTLER. 


That is a controverted bill; 


I have a few words to say 


It is objected to; so the 
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ported from the Committee on Commerce, was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Thomas Butler, of the city of New York, the 
sum of $2,922, being the cost of extra work per- 
formed, and materials furnished, in the construc- 
tion of a light-house on Execution Rocks, in Long 
Island sound, by order of the engineer in charge, 
and not within the terms of a contract executed 
by Butler for the construction of that light-house. 

On the 4th day of August, 1847, a contract was 
executed between Cornelius W. Lawrence, super- 
intendent of light-houses, &c., in behalf the Uni- 
ted States, and Thomas Builer, for the construction 
by Butler of a light-house on Execution Rocks, 
in Long Island sound. Among other things, it was 
provided by the terms of the contract, that the 


| work should be done under the superintendence 


and direction of an engineer, to be appointed by 
Lawrence in behalf of the United States, and that 
the largest and most suitable of the several rocks 
composing the group called Execution Rocks, 
should be selected for the site of the building. 
The contract provided for the construction of the 
foundation as follows: ‘*The rock not being of 
sufficient extent to receive the full size of the base 
building, the deficiency is to be made up with con- 
crete, or split granite, well bedded in hydraulic 
cement.’’ The working drawings, accompanying 
the specification, also show that the foundation 
was designed to be built of split stone. It appears 
by the evidence accompanying the memorial of 
Mr. Butler, that by the direction of the engineer 
appointed by the superintendent of light-houses 
to take charge of the work, hewn granite was sub- 
stituted by the petitioner in the foundation for the 
split granite mentioned in the contract. This is 
distinctly proved by the testimony of William 
Brainerd. 

Theevidence presented establishes that the stone 
was cut by the direction of the engineer employed 
in behalf of the United States; that the cost of 
cutting it was twenty-five cents per superficial foot; 
and that the number of superficial feet cut was 
nine thousand and five hundred, making the cost 
of the extra work in cutting the stone, $2,375. 

The petitioner claims payment for other items 
of extra work, and for materials furnished not in- 
cluded in the terms of the contract, viz: 

For one iron ring, 23 feet in diameter, 2 

inches round, and letting in, cost..... $160 00 
One iron ring, 21 feet in diameter, 1} 

inches round, and letting in, cost.... 110 00 
Four hundred pounds of copper dowels, 

put in lower courses, at twenty-five 


cents per pound... .sccsceseessesees 100 00 
Drilling holes for the same in eight 

SOUTER OF SIGEE.n62e ca nenncnccheone’.~ Lae Ue 
Iron clampsin basement and over win- 

Gia 654 cae ds 0 00 ants cansivns’ . ae 


stati pated nn 

Tt is clear that the petitioner was not required by 
the contract to furnish these materials and work, 
Besides other proof in support of the latter items 
of charge, the engineer who had the superintend- 
ence of the work during the latter portion of the 
time when the light-house was being constructed, 
certifies to the correctness of the charges for the 
extra work and materials, and states that they 
were of the utmost importance to the strength and 
safety of the light-house. 

The petitioner has given reasons satisfactory to 
the committee why these charges were not pre- 
sented in season to be paid out of the appropri- 
ation for the light-house. Mr. Norris, the engineer 
who originally had charge of the work, left for 
California, in December, 1848, after the founda- 
tions were laid, and the extra work charged for 
was perfarmed, so that the petitioner could not 
obtain the necessary report or certificate from the 
engineer to enable him to obtain the allowance of 
his charges at the Treasusy. 

Mr. Butler also claims $2,000 for damages for 
delay of the work for nine months, on account of 
the site for the light-house not having been fixed 
by the United States; and the further sum of $538 
charged to him by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury, and deducted from the amount payable 
by contract for extra time of the engineer em- 
ployed to superintend the work. He has not 


The bill for the relief of Thomas Butler, re- || presented satisfactory evidence in support of the 
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latter claims; on the contrary, it appears from cor- 
respondence of the committee with the Fifth Au- 
that the delay in fixing the site for the 
light-house was caused by the petitioner. In the 
the committee, the two latter items 


diter, 


opinion of 
should not be allowed. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendmer t, ordered to be f ngrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


LIEUTENANT R. E. COCHRANE. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Sally T. B. Coch- 
rane, widow of the late Lieutenant R. KE. Coch- 
rane, United States Army. reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, was read a second 
time, and considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

The bill appropriates the sum of $150 to Mrs. 
Cochrane, the value of a horse belonging to Lieu- 
tenant Cochrane, which was used for express 
riding in the public service by order of Lieutenant 
Colonel Garland, United States Army, at Fort 
Smith, in 1841, and died in consequence of that 
service, 

Lieutenant Colonel John Garland, of the fourth 
infantry, certifies that the horse was employed by 
him on public service to take an express from Van 
Buren to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

The claim is supported by the certificate of E. 
H. Abadie, assistant surgeon United States Army, 
who says, that whilst he was stationed at Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, seven companies of the fourth 
infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colo- 
nel John Garland, arrived at that post from Fort 
Gibson, on the 19th September, 1841, en route for 
Florida. The same night they embarked on board 
the steamer Artizan, and left Fort Smith some 
time on the 20th. Ata point below Van Buren, 
some fifteen miles, more or less, the boat was 
snagged, and sunk on a sand bar, where she 
grounded-—unable to proceed further. On or about 
the 2let September, hearing of the situation of the 
boat and troops, Lieutenant R. E. Cochrane, 
acting assistant quartermaster at the post, and he, 
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per month from the Ist of July, 1848; and it in- 


creases his pension, granted by act of July 12, 
1852, to the rate of eleven dollars per month, to 
continue during his natural life. 

On the 12th of July, 1852, an act was passed, 
placing the name of petitioner on the pension 
rolls, at the rate of eight dollars per month, to take 
effect from 3y a certificate of the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, it is proved 
that Knapp’s papers, upon which the relief was 
finally granted,in 1852, were presented and referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, in April, 
1848, with the exception of a certificate of Hon. 
A. M. Schermerhorn, that the signatures to his 
petition were genuine. The petitioner now prays 
that his pension may be made to commence at the 
time when he presented the evidence, with the ex- 


its passage. 


ception referred to, upon which the act of 1852 


was based. 

The evidence is also clear, and of the highest 
character, (being of record as certified by Assist- 
ant Adjutant General Thomas, and by Third 
Auditor of the Treasury, Gallaher,) that Knapp 
was a sergeant (and not a private) in the thirty- 
first infantry of the war establishment of 1812; 
and, as such, as shown by the pay-tables, was 
entitled to and received eleven dollars per month. 
It also further is shown by the papers accompany- 
ing the petition, that he, while in the service and 
in the line of his duty, incurred rheumatism, 
which resulted, after his honorable discharge, in 
total disability. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


GEORGE MORELL. 

The bill to provide compensation for the services 
of George Morell in adjusting titles to land in 
Michigan, reported from the Committee on 
Claims, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury | 


to pay to Maria Morell, widow of George Mo- 


‘treaty with the Miami tribe of Indians 


April 7, 


Johnson alleges that, at the time of the att 


empted 
; sin 1833 
he, at the request, and under the direction of Gen. 


eral William Marshall, indian agent, and Nich: 
D. Grover, sub-agent, hauled from Logansport ., 
the forks of the Wabash, three loads of bagoto, 
for which he was to receive $45 each, making 132 
inall. Also, that, by the orders of the same p 
he hauled one load of baggage from the 
ground at the forks of the Wabash, to the pay. 
ment ground of the Pottawatomies, on the Tinre. 
canoe river, for which he was to receive $45. « a 
being a hotel-keeper at Logansport, he entertained 
and kept a large number of Indians for some time 
prior to the attempted treaty, for which he charges 
$290; also, that, while the Indians were jn coun. 
cil, he gave, by direction of the agent, a publi. 
dinner to the chiefs of the tribes, for which he 
charges $75; also, that he was employed to trans. 
port six boys of the Pottawatomie tribe to Mad. 
ison, on their way to the Choctaw Academy, fi, 
which it was agreed that he should be paid 10. 
The evidence leaves no room to doubt the truth 
of the allegations. Among the affidavits, Mr. 
Grover, the sub-agent, who was on the ground 
bears testimony to the service, and the reason. 
ableness of the compensation. 

W hen the accounts pertaining to the commis. 
sion were presented by the agent of the United 
States, at the War Department, Johnaon’s ac. 
counts were omitted; and the omission is accounted 
for by the fact that upon the failure of the treaty, 
the commissioners hurriedly made up their ac. 
counts during the night following, and left their 


$135 
‘Tiles, 


treaty 


| treaty ground early the next morning, while John- 


son was absent from the ground. No partof the 
claim has been paid by the United States, but al- 
lowances for precisely similar services have been 
made to others in the settlement of the accounts 
of the commission. 

The objection to the payment at the War De. 
partment is, that the accounts are not approved 
by the whole Board of Commissioners, three in 


one 


number. The evidence before the committee shows 
that the agent for the Indians, General Marshal, 
from the fact that the other gentlemen on the com- 
mission were strangers to the Indians and the 
whites in the neighborhood, was the active and 
acting man, and made all the necessary arrange- 
ments. 

It was through no fault of Johnson that the ac- 
counts were not laid before the board, but it was 
the result of the neglect of General Marshall, 
whose duty it was to have done so in Johnson's 
absence,as Marshall had required the services and 
been furnished with the accounts. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


CAPTAIN HOOE. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of Emelie Hooe, widow of Captain 
Hooe, reported from the Committee on Pensions, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place upon the pension list the name of 
Emelie Hooe, widow of Brevet Major Alexander 
S. Hooe, late of the United States Army, whose 
death was occasioned by a wound received in the 
battle of Resaca de la Palma, on the 9th of May, 
1846, and allow her per month the half pay of a 


rell, late a judge of the United States for the Ter- | 
ritory of Michigan, for his services in ascertaining, 
adjusting, and settling claims to land, and per- 
forming other duties in conformity with several 
laws, at the rate of $500 per annum, from the 
time of his appointment as a judge of the United | 
States for that Territory, to the 24th of Septem- | 
ber, 1836. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


ABIGAIL STAFFORD. | 

The next on the Calendar was the joint resolu- | 
tion explanatory of an act entitled ** An act for 
the relief of Abigail Stafford:’’ which had been 
reported from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD and Mr. BRIGHT objected to 
its consideration; and it was passed over. 

BENEDICT J. HEARD. 

The next on the Calendar was the bill for the | 
relief of Benedict J. Heard; reported from the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have something to say on | 
that. 

The bill was passed over. 


LYMAN N. COOK. 


rode some seventeen miles across the woods, to 
where they lay. Lieutenant Cochrane riding his 
own horse, a fine, high-spirited animal, which had 
been sold a few weeks previous, Lieutenant Coch- 
rane purchasing him. Whilst at the boat, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Garland sent an express, a soldier, 
on Lieutenant Cochrane’s horse, across to Van 
Suren; thence across the river again to Fort 
Smith, back to the boat. On starting to return to 
the fort, the same evening, it was apparent that 
Lieutenant Cochrane’s horse was sick. With 
difficulty they got back to the garrison in a walk. 
Two hours after their return the horse was dead. 

Mr. JOHNSON. This is a bill for the relief 
of the widow of a pubhe officer, who served in 
the Mexican war, and died at Resaca lela Palma, 
] believe, or Palto Alto. It is for the loss of a 
horse, and the sum is only $150. I hope the 
Senate will pass it. The proot is ample. It has 
heretofore passed the Senate, and is now reported 
unanimously by the Committee on Military Af- || 
lars, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


THOMAS B. PARSONS. 


The bill for the relief of Thomas B. Parsons, 
reported from the Committee on Pensions, was 
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read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The bill proposes to direct the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury to pay Thomas B. Par- 
sons, who was disabled while in the naval service 
of the United States, in the successful effort to 
save the lives of seven persons, three dollars per 
month from the Ist of September, 1808, to the Ist 
of June, 1835, as the difference between the rate 
of pension of a seaman and that of a coxswain, 
which grade he filled at the time of the injury. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


AMOS KNAPP. 

The bill for the relief of Amos Knapp, reported 
from the Committee on Pensions, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 


pay to Amos Knapp a sum equal to eleven dollars | 


The bill from the House of Representatives, | 
for the relief of Lyman N. Cook, reported from | 


the Committee on Pensions, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the name of Lyman N. Cook to be 
placed on the pension roll of the United States al 
the rate of $22 50 per month during his natura, 
life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

ISRAEL JOHNSON. 

Mr. RUSK. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to report a private bill from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. I[t is a small bill, and 


| | ask for its immediate consideration. 


The bill was received by unanimous consent, 
read a first and second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary cf the Treas- 


| ury to pay Israel Johnson, of Cass county, Indi- 
| ana, $570. 


captain in the Army of the United States, for ten 
years, to commence on the Ist of January, 1854; 
but the pension is to cease if she die in the mean 
time. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read & 
third time, and passed. 


UTICA STEAM WOOLEN COMPANY. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of the Utica Steam 
Woolen Company. It appropriates $1,181 16 to 
the Utica Steam Woolen Company, of Utica, 2 
the State of New York, in full of their account 
for interest on goods furnished to the Quartermas- 
ter’s Department. 

Mr. SHIELDS called for te reading of the 
report of the Committee on Claims, and it was 
accordingly read. 

It appears that in 1851 the company made 
a contract with G. H. Crossman, quartermas 
ter, in behalf of the United States, to furnish cer 
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the Army, and that they were to be paid from 
sto time, as the goods were delivered. The 
was fulfilled by the company; but, by 
son of the late period at which the. appropria- 
9 bills for that year were passed, the money 
yas not ready until some time after the delivery 
the cloths. The claim is for interest on the | 
inal sum, from the time of the delivery of 
» coods, when the money, by the terms of the | 
, became payable, to the time when the | 
ayment was actually made. 
Ur. BRIGHT. It appears to me that there | 
ist be something wrong about this bill. This | 
Government always has money enough in the | 
Treasury to satisfy all demands of that kind; and 
| apprehend that, on looking into the matter, it 
will be found that the laches was on the part of 
eciaimants. I object, therefore, to the consid- 
sion of this bill, until | can have an opportunity 
f looking into tt. 
The bill was accordingly passed over. 


CAPTAIN PHILIP F. VOORHEES. 


niract 


The next bill, which was one for the relief of | 


Captain Philip F. Voorhees, United States Navy, 
was objected to by Mr. Siiwec, and passed over. 
OTWAY H. BERRYMAN. 


The bill for the relief of Otway H. Berryman, 
eported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
was objected to by Mr. Stuart, and passed over. 


RICHARD W. MEADE. 
The PRESIDENT. 


The next bill on the Cal- | 


endar is one for settling the claim of the legal rep- | 


resentatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased. 
Mr. EVANS. I have looked into that case, 


wid I desire that the bill may be passed over. The | 


committee have allowed the man more than he is 


er! ed to. 


The PRESIDENT. 


ver. 


The bill will be passed 


JOHN S. WILSON. 

The bill for the relief of John S. Wilson, re- 
ported from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, was read a second time. 

lt proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to John S. Wilson the sum of 
g500, with interest at the rate of six per cent. per 


nnum,from the 17th of May, 1822, in full com- | 


pensation to him for damages sustained by being 
evicted of his title, derived by patent from the 
United States, to the east half of section twenty- 
two and west half of section twenty-three, in 
township fifty-two north, of range one east, of 


the fitth principal meridian in the State of Mis- || being precipitated into the river by grasping with 


sourl, by the decree of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in favor of the devisees of Auguste 
Choteau, at the January term in 1835. ; 

Mr. BAYARD. I must move to amend that 


bill. Ido not wish to discuss it, if the amend- | 


ment can be adopted. 
words ‘* with interest thereon at the rate of six 


per centum per annum from the 17th day of May, 
lA) *? 
LOee. 


: Mr. BADGER. Then I object to the consider- 


ation of the bill. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. My colleague, who is 


not here to-day, from indisposition, asked me to 
request that the bill might be laid over. 


x the PRESIDENT. The biil will be passed 


over, 


= HEZEKIAH JOHNSON. 

The bill, from the House of Representatives, for 
the relief of Hezekiah Johnson, of the town of 
Bridgewater, in the State of Vermont, reported 
‘rom the Committee on Pensions, was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior | 


> ‘ocause thename of H. Johnson to be placed upon 
| ‘he roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight 
“ollars per month, to commence on the Ist of Jan- 
wary, 1853, and to continue during his life. 

he bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. BADGER. 


I move to strike out the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


: ee 
in broadeloths, to be used for making clothing | 


LIEUTENANT JAMES A. DEANY. 


The bill, from the House of Representatives, for 
the relief of Mary Deany, widow of the late Lieu- 
tenant James A. Deany, of the United States Army, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Mary Deany upon the pension 
rolis, and cause to be paid to her the sum of fifteen 
dollars a month, for ten years, commencing Jan- 
uary 1, 1853; but in case of her marriage or death, 
the pension 1s to be paid to her two children, or the 
survivor of them. 

The Committee on Pensions reported an amend- 
ment, to add the words ** under sixteen years of 
age,’’ so that the pension shall cease when the 
survivor attains that age. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. The amendment was 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. It was read a third time, and passed. 


AARON STAFFORD. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill, from the House of 
Representatives, for the relief of Aaron Stafford. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Aaron Stafford on the 
roll of invalid pensioners, and to pay him at the 
rate of fifteen dollars a month, from and afier the 
4th of March, 1848, and to continue during his 
natural life, but all sums are to bededucted which 
he has received as an invalid pensioner since the 
4th of March, 1848, and all acts heretofore passed 
tor his relief are repealed. 

The petitioner held a commission as adjutant 
on the 13th day of October, 1812, in the sixteenth 


| detached regiment of the militia of New York, in 


the service of the United States, during the last 
war with Great Britain. In that capacity he vol- 
unteered on that day, with about two hundred men, 
to cross over from Lewiston to Queenstown, and 
he was engaged in the storming of Queenstown 
Heights, and in that battle on that day. While 
he was so engaged he received four severe and 
dangerous wounds—one above the right temple, 


| from a musket bal!; another from a builet passing 


through his right thigh; a third from a musket 
ball in the left shoulder; and a fourth froma grape 
shot, in his left thigh. But, notwithstanding the 
first three wounds, he continued fighting, and urg- 
ing on his men, until struck in the left thigh with 
a grape shot. The wound received by the grape 


| shot was so severe thatit knocked him down the 
| bank of the Niagara fiver, about one third of the 


way tothe water, and he was only saved from 


| his right hand a shrub, and thereby saving his 


life; and in the general surrender of all the forces 
on that field he was helped from his perilous posi- 
tion, and delivered as a prisoner of war to the 
enemy. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


SILAS CHAMPION. 
The bill from the House of Representatives, to 


|| provide a pension for Silas Champion, of Genesee 


Mr. President, although this | 


is objection day, as we call it, I hope there will be | 


no objec 


oa the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to meet on 
r\ londay next. 


he motion was agreed to. 


tion to my making the usual motion that, | 


county, in the State of New York, reported from 


| the Committee on Pensions, was considered as in 


Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to entitle him, as an invalid pen- 
sioner, to eight dollars per month, to commence 


| from January 1, 1852. 


Champion was a resident of the State of Ver- 
mont; and on the 7th of September, 1814, he vol- 
unteered for the defense of Plattsburg. He was 
in the battle of the Saranac on the Ith of that 
month as one of the advanced guard, and aided in 
driving the enemy back across the river Saranac. 
The night after the battle the force, of which he 
was a part, were compelled to lie upon the ground 
in the open air, without tent or blanket, with their 
muskets in their arms, to guard the ford of the 
river to prevent the enemy from again crossing, 
exposed through the whole night to a cold, drench- 
ing rain. Up tothat time he had been a stout and 
healthy man, but upon the morning of the 12th 
September, 1814, after the battle and this night of 
exposure, he was found laboring under a violent 
attack of inflammatory rheumatism and fever, was 
carried home by his father, suffered much, and 
finally lost entirely the use of his right leg, and is 


| totally disqualified from performing manual labor. |) 
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He applied to the Commissioner of Pensions for 
relief, but it was refused upon the ground that he 
had not been regularly mustered into the service 
of the United States, which fact it was necessary 
for him to show to bring his case within any eXx- 
isung law upon the subject. 

The proof of the case shows, that the then 
Governor of Vermont, being opposed to the war, 
refused to call out the militia in defense of the 
country, and that the petitioner and his compan- 
ions In arms were induced to volunteer from in- 
formation received by a dispatch from General 
Macomb, then stationed at Plattsburg. ‘This 
dispatch brought the intelligence, on the 7th Sep- 
tember, 1814, that the enemy, with a force of 
about six times the number of the American army 
stationed there, were making a descent upon that 
place. Upon this emergency the petitioner and 
his companions in arms volunteered of their own 
accord, and at their own expense, and marched 
immediately to the scene of action, where they 
rendered efficient service to the country, though 
they were not formally and regularly mustered 
into the service of the United States; and for that 
service they have received no pay. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM B. EDWARDS. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill from the 
House of Representatives, for the relief of William 
B. Edwards. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place the name of W. B. Edwards on 
the pension roll, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the Ist of January, 1854, 
and continue during his natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

MARY CARLTON. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Carlton, reported 
fromthe Committee on Pensions, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Mary Carlton on the 
list of revolutionary pensioners, at the rate of 
twenty-four dollars a year, to commence on the 
Ist of October, 1838, and to continue during her 
natural life. 

Moses Carlton, the husband of the petitioner, 
was a soldier in the war of the Revolution. The 
precise day of his enlistment is not shown; but it 


| is shown that he marched on the 25th day of June, 
| 1780, from the town of Bradford, Massachusetts, 


and was discharged from service on the 10th day 
of December following, twelve days being allowed 
him, in addition, to return home. This period 
falls three days short of six months’ service; but 
the committee think the presumption is very strong 
that he enlisted at least three days before he 
marched with his detachment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


COMMANDER G. I. PENDERGRAST. 
The bill for the relief of Commander G. I. Pen- 
dergrast, reported from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, was read a second time, and considered 


| as in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to direct the accounting officers of 
the Treasury to ascertain, allow, and pay to Pen- 
dergrast, the reasonable expenses, not exceeding 
$300, incurred by him for necessary medical atten- 


tion during his command of the navy-yard at: 


Memphis, and while no surgeon was on duty at 
that station. 

The memorialist, commanding the navy-yard 
at Memphis, was on several occasions ill, and 
compelled to employ medical aid. There was no 
surgeon attached to or near the post, and both 
himself and his subordinate officer were con- 
strained to seek the services of a private physi- 
cian; and the expenses thus incurred amounted 
to about $300. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


ISAAC COOK AND OTHERS. 


The bill for the relief &f Isaac Cook and others, 
was objected to by Mr. Bayaan, and passed over, 
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LIEUTENANT JOHN E. BISPHAM. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- || 


ceeded to the consideration of House bill for the 
relief of the executors of the late Lieutenant John 
E. Bispham. 

It proposes to appropriate $913 69, to be paid 
Caleb J. Good, executor of John E. Bispham, 
late of the United States Navy, deceased, for ex- 
penses incurred by the deceased in a suit arising 
out of the seizure of the brig Malaga, off the coast 
of Africa, by the United States brig Boxer, while 
under the command of Lieutenant Bispham. 

In April, 1846, Bispham, being the command- 
ing officer of the United States brig Boxer, board- 
ed and took possession of the brig Malaga, on 
the coast of Africa. The seizure was made under 
the belief that the Malaga was about to engage 
in the transportation of slaves from that coast, and 
was made in good faith, under circumstances cal- 
culated to produce a very strong suspicion against 
the vessel seized. The Malaga was sent to the 
district of Massachusetts, and was libeled on the 
16th of June, 1846, but, on motion of the district 
attorney, the libel was discontinued. On the 17th 
of July, 1847, a suit was instituted by the owners 
of the Malaga against Bispham for the seizure, 
which, after full argument and trial, was dismissed 
with costs. The costs, as originally taxed by the 
clerk, included $500 for counsel fees. The libel- 
ants appealed from the taxation, and it was after- 
wards decided that ** counsel fees should not be 
allowed as costs, there being no fund in court.”’ 
In defending the suit, Lieutenant Bispham was 
compelled to employ counsel, and also to incur 
other necessary expenses, which it is thought it 
is the duty of Government to reimburse. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

THOMAS 8S. RUSSELL. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas S. Russell, 
reported from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the proper accounting offi- 
cers to audit the account of Thomas S. Russell, 
late an assistant commissary of subsistence in 
Colonel Brisbane’s regiment of Florida volunteers, 
and pay whatever amount may be found due to 
him, notwithstanding the irregularity of his ap- 
pointment, and although his name does not appear 
upon the rolls as one of the staff of Colonel Bris- 
bane. The amount, however, is not to exceed the 
pay of an assistant commissary of subsistence 
from the 18th of February to the 10th of May, 
1836. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN METCALF. 


The bill for the relief of John Metcalf, reported 
from the Committee on Claims, was read a second 
time, 

lt proposes to appropriate to John Metcalf, 
$1,250, in full compensation for a quantity of 
goods belonging to him, which were lost or de- 
siroyed in consequence of the impressment into 
the service of the United States, by order of Gen- 
eral Brown, of the schooner Tempest, at Buffalo, 
in the summer of 1814. 

Mr. BAYARD objected to the consideration of 
the bill, and it was passed over. 


BENJAMIN ROWE. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr Apams in 
the chair.) The next bill on the Calendar is the 
bill from the House of Representatives for the re- 
lief of Benjamin Rowe; which has been reported 
upon adversely by the Committee on Pensions of 
the Senate. 

Mr. STUART. That being the case, I suppose 
the bill had better be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 


go over. 
JOHN HAMILTON, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next bill 


upon the Calendar is one from the House of Rep- 
resentatives for the relief of John Hamilton; which 
has been reported from the Committee on Pen- 
sions adversely. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ought not that report to be 
acted upon, unless some Senator dissents from it, 


and desires to discuss it? Should not the action || that order will be made. 


of the Senate be had upon it now, if no one pro- 
poses to debate itr ; ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This being 
objection day, no other business is proper for the 
consideration of the Senate, but bills which are 
not objected to. This bill has been reported upon 
adversely, and a day has already been set apart 
for the consideration of adverse reports. 

Mr. BAYARD. That applies, as I understand, 
to the case of adverse reports, where there is no 
bill—reports made upon petitions alone. 

Mr. STUART. My understanding was that 
it was only to adverse reports upon petitions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made the bill will be passed over. 

ALTON NELSON. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Alton Nelson, reported from the 
Committee on Pensions, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Alton Nelson, of the 
county of Warren, and State of New York, on 
the roll of invalid pensioners, at eight dollars a 
month, from the Ist of January, 1853. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


SUSAN COODY AND OTHERS. 

The bill for the relief of Susan Coody and others, 
reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
was read a second time; and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to pay $1,992 62 to Susan Coody and 
others, for property destroyed near Fort Gibson, 
by United States soldiers, on the 12th of March, 
1845, in the proportion and sums respectively due 
them, according to the report of the Committee on 
Indian Affairs of the Senate, of June 24, 1850. 

Susan Coody and Richard Field were living on 
the military reserve, near Fort Madison, on the 
12th of March, 1845, when their houses were 
burnt by armed bands of soldiers who were after- 
wards tried and convicted by the United States 
district court for Arkansas, for that crime. The 
destruction of the houses was accompanied also 
by the loss of their contents, which consisted of 
furniture, household clothing, and kitchen uten- 
sils, an enumeration of which, considered by the 
committee to be reasonable and fair, was taken 
before the agent of the United States for the Cher- 
okees. The proof does not implicate either one 
of the persons asking remuneration, in the causes 
which led to the disturbancé. On thecontrary, it 
exempts Mrs. Coody from any such connection. 
The agent fully indorses the justice of the claim, 
and recommends the payment, except that of 
Richard Field in which happened the affair which 
led to a brutal attack on the women and children, 
some of whom were badly wounded. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs declined 
the payment only for want of an appropriation. 
The various amounts of Josses specified in the re- 
port of the committee amount to $2,492 62; from 
which the loss and amount of damages alleged to 
have been sustained by the total abandonment of 
property ($500) 1s deducted, leaving $1,992 62, 
for which the bill is reported. 

Mr. CHASE. Let that pass over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection be- 
ing made, the bill must go over. 

SYLVESTER PETTIBONE. 
The bill for the relief of Syivester Pettibone 


mittee of the Whole. 5 


it proposes to direct that Sylvester Pettibone, 


of Wisconsin, and his real and personal property, 


| shall be released and relieved from a judgment in 


favor of the United States, obtained against him in 
the district court of the United States for Wiscon- 
sin, and from all liens and encumbrances created 


by the judgment; with a 3 reece: however, that 
) 


the cost of the suit in which the judgment was 
rendered shall first be paid by him, together with 
the further sum of $500 for the benefit of the United 


| States. 


Mr. STUART. I see that that bil! has never 
undergone the investigation of a committee. It 
proposes to release property from the effect of a 
judgment, 
Committee. 


The PRESIDENT. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


| was read a second time, and considered asin Com- | 


I move its reference to the Judiciary 


If there be no objection, ‘ 


ai pril 7, 


Subsequently Mr. WALKER said: I dig ,,, 
notice the motion made by the Senator from Mich. 
igan to refer the bill to the Committee on the = 
diciary. If he will give his attention to me fo; , 
moment, I think he will withdraw the motion. , 

Mr. STUART. I move to reconsider the Vote 

Mr. BADGER. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was referred. 

Mr. STUART. The Senator from Wisconsin 
can make his statement now. 

Mr. WALKER. Itis the case, in regard t, 
which I made a short statement the other day 
Mr. Pettibone is a very old man; he became gy». 
curity for his nephew, who was arrested for pass. 
ing a counterfeit quarter eagle gold piece. Th, 
bail required of him was very large; the nephew 
disappeared somewhat mysteriously, and Mr 
Pettibone has never been able to produce him. 
Suit was brought against him in the district coy, 
of the United States, and a judgment of ¢3,009 
was rendered against him. The last particle of 
property that he had on earth has been sold for 
it; the equity of redemption has expired, and now 
it is proposed to relieve him upon the payment of 
$500 or $4,000. All the injury which the Goy. 
ernment sustained was the passing of one coup. 
terfeit quarter eagle. I would be very glad if | 
had the papers here, to produce them to the Sen. 
ate, but they are all in the House of Representa. 
tives. When the bill goes there they will haye 
possession of them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was referred to the Committee on the 

| Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I now withdraw the motion 
to refer. 

Mr. BAYARD. I object to the bill, as it has 
not been referred to a committee. I think its 
principle needs examination. 


JAMES EDWARDS AND OTHERS. 


The bill for the relief of James Edwards and 
others, reported from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, was read a second time, and considered, 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 
ascertain, by the best evidence which the nature 
of the case will admit of, the value of the houses 
and other property of James Edwards, of the late 
Edward M. Wanton, and of Nehemiah Brush, 
destroyed at Micanopy, Florida, in the year 1836, 
by order of Lieutenant Colonel B. K. Pierce, the 
commanding officer of that post, to prevent them 
from falling into the hands of the enemy, and that 
the amount so ascertained be paid out of any 
money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
but with the provision that the amounts so to be 
paid shall not exceed $2,482 32 in the case of Ei- 
wards; $1,812 50 in the case of Wanton, or $800 
in the case of Brush. 

It appears, by an official copy of reports from 
Lieutenant Colonel B. K. Pierce, of the United 
States Army, to his commanding officer, Colonel 
J. B. Crane, and from Colonel Crane to the War 
Department, that Micanopy, in Florida, was aban- 
doned on the 24th of August, 1836, in consequence 
of the inability of the force there to maintain itself 
against the enemy; and in pursuance of orders to 
that effect, Colonel Pierce states, that all the artl- 
cles, both private and public, which he was com- 
pelled to leave for want of transportation, he or- 
dered to be destroyed, to prevent their falling into 
the hands of the enemy. 

A part of the property thus destroyed has been 
paid for by direction of acts of Congress for the 
relief of Charles Waldon, passed March 3, 1943, 
and of George Center, passed March 3, 1849. It 
is in evidence, and satisfactorily proved, by the 
affidavits of John H. McIntosh, Benjamin Har- 
ris, Isaac Lanier, and Charles Waldron, that Ed- 
wards sustained heavy losses by the destruction 
of his property, consisting of houses, furniture, 
merchandise, &c., at Micanopy, on the 24th Au- 
gust, 1836, by order of the officer in command, ‘0 
prevent the same from falling into the hands 0 
the enemy. The amount of his damages !s est 
mated at $2,482 32. Benjamin Harn, Isaac Lan- 
ier, John Dick, and Jesse A. Brush, all testifying, 
under oath, that the houses, merchandise, tools, 
&c., &e., of Wanton, were also destroyed, at the 
same time and place, by the same order, and for 





